THE UNITED NATIONS

e Origin of the UN.O. : By 1938 the League of Nations almost passeq
into oblivion. Dy to the aggressive activities of Japan, Italy and Germany
and the indifferent attitude of the other big powers the League of nations almost
became a defunct body. With a view to maintaining balance of power, the
big powers again reverted to the pre-war policy of alliances and regional pacts.
The Second world war broke out in 1939. For the second time the intensity

of the war, the use of new types of destructive weapons, the vast scale of
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casualties and destruction of property had made the people all over the wor
anxious for peace and security and they felt the necessity of
well organised and more powerful world organisation. Some people had thought
of the revival of the League of Nations, But most of the statesmen of the
world resolved to form such organisation which wou able W infuse new
hopes and confidence in the teeming millions for ever lasting Wﬁﬁ__
“The Uniied Nations was born out of such anxiety and determination.
“~Atiempts of establishing an international organisation in the name
Nations had already begun a few years before the end of the Second World
war. In June 1941 the representatives of Britain, Canada, New Zealand,
Australia and South Africa proposed for the first time in the London declaration
the establishment of an international organisation in licu of regional pacts as
the means of enduring permanent peace and security. In August 1941 the US.
President Roosevelt and the British Prime Minister Churchill issued a decla-
ration known as the Atlantic Charter. The objectives of this Charter were 10
maintain international peace and security; O €ncourage international co-
operation in the sphere of social, economic and cultural development of the
world; to develop friendly relations among nations on the principle of equal
rights and self determination of peoples and to recognise the f undamental rights
and status of all people. In order to achieve these purposes it was declared
in the Charter that (1) all the signatories o the Charter will
B S recognise sovereignty and equality of all states big and small,
Atlantic (2) will peacefully settle all sorts of disputes instead of war
Charter or threats of war, (3) will help the UN.O. against a stale
violating treaties or engagements, (4) in the case of deter-
mining the frontiers of a foreign country the signatories will not dishonour
the opinion of the people of that state, (5) the people of each state will enjoy
the right of drafting their constitution according (o their own desire, (6) In
the sphere of trade and commerce and economy equal rights of all countries
will be recognised, (7) all will try to create a favourable condition for all nations

50 that after the fall of Nazi Germany they can devote themselves to the task
of internal reconstruction in freedom from fear and want and (8) all nations will
equally try to preserve peace and security in the world by reducing armaments and

ammunition. :
In January 1942 representatives of 26 nations signed the United Nations

Declaration at Washington. The Declaration subscribed to the
principles embodied in the Atlantic Charter. The signatories
. to this declaration pledged to continue war against the enemy
collectively and not to conclude separaiely any armistice with the enemy.
U.sj: the Moscow Declaration of 1943, the Foreign ministers of Britain,
- Russia, and China confirmed the necessity of forming a general
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imternational organisation based on the principle of the sovereign equality of
all peace loving nations for the preservation of iniemational
peace and security. The Moscow communique declared for
the first time that “They recognise the necessity of establishing
a the carliest practicable date a general miemational organ-
isation, based on the principle of the sovereign equality of
-pmc-h-gnn-dnpmbmmbyaumhms.largcm
small, for the mainienance of interational peace and security”. Truly speaking,
this Amicle laid down the foundation of the United Nations Organisation.

Next in 1945 the U.S. President, the British Prime Minister Churchill and
Yalta the Soviet Prime Minister Stalin met at the Yalta conference
Comference and resolved 1 convene a session of the United Nations. The
nature of its organisation was also settled at this conference.

The first session of the UN. was convened at San
Francisco in April-June of 1945. The delegates of 51 nations
wmux.m.mcmummmracem
October 24, 1945.

The first 51 nations who have signed the Charter are called the “charter
members’. The admission of a state (o the United Nations is effected by a
decision of the General Assembly upon the recommendation
dummmmm:nmmmpm
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follow the terms and obligations contained in the UN.
Charter. It should be noted that the five chief members of
QMM(USA.BMM.MUMMMI:’Mg
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' one of the chief conditions of the U.N, Charter. However, afier the Chinese
:::h-ﬁu.mu-uuumumwmw
China from the UN. - - .
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~ General Assembly, (2) the Security Council, (3) The Secre-
the

ed of all the members of the U.N. each

annual sessions.
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5; ms.sncn One President and seven Vice Presidents are eloctod.
10ns may be convoked at the request of the majority of the members

l:'sof the Security Council. Each member of the General
sembly has one vote. The Assembiy i

y S ma matier
falling within the Gt A

scope of the UN.
(;falhe a'.\g;emb]y or of the Security Cmm.aﬁ-m:
¥ imuate a discussion regarding i i
sccurig in the Assembly. The Assembly haswno lgegl:m‘;liuwa:d:
cxgcuuon of its recommendations is not binding. Yet it is a forum of world
opinion. The General Assembly may attract the attention of the Security Council
towards a situation disturbing intemational peace and security. The non-
Ecmrm ;m:;nbcrs ?f the Security Council and all members of the Trusteeship

ouncil and those of the Economic i i
A At and Social Council are all elecied by the
The Security Council is the executive body of the UN. It is composed

of 11 members—five permanent and six non-permancnt. The U.S.A., Britain,

France, Soviet Russia and Kuo-min-tang China are permanent
members. The six non-permanent members of Security
Council are elected by the General Assembly for a term of
two years. The permanent members have the right of velo.
By an application of this right a permanent member may reject
any decision of the Security Council. Any state which is not a member of
the Security Council may join in its deliberations if it is a party to dispute
without vote. The presidency of the Securily Council is held in tumn by the
members of the Security Council. Each president holds office for one month.

Langsam states, “To the Security Council was entrusied primary respon-

sibility for the maintenance of intemnational peace and security”. It is entrusted

with the responsibility of investigating any dispute or any
to exccule its decisions to that effect. Legal disputes are
usually referred (o the Intemational Court of Justice. Accord-
ing to the charter, the members of the UN. are under
obligation to make effective any decision adopted by the ~
: Council. If, any state disturbs intemational peace and security -
the Security Council at the first instance may call upon the UN. members

and for eac
Special se

General
Assembly

Security
Council

Power and

10 impose economic sanction o to sever diplomatic relations with the aggressor. -

1f and when these measures fai, it may call upon the UN.
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