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APPROACHES TO THE STUDY OF SOCIAL GEOGRAPHY
Important Approaches to the study of social geography are:
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Anti-racist geographies have highlighted and contested the racism endemic to
western societies and in human geography itself, Radical approaches stress the need
10 constantly re-examine not only the content of social geography but the ways in
which rescarch and theory are done
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® Postmodern Approaches :

Postmodern approaches to geography are disparate. Post modemism denotes a
supposedly new era for westem socictics, the idea that we are now beyond the
“modern age’, Postmodern approaches generally involve challenging the linear progress
of history and social science, the fragmentation of traditionally discrete forms of
explanation and the rejection of realism, certainly and truth, including ‘grand theorics’.
The term is often used Lo incorporate the cultural turn and postcolonial approaches.
The perspectives it encompasses sometimes conflict. Some have viewed
postmodernism as relativistic, while others claim it has opened up spaces for those
previously excluded from geographical theory. (Ref : Introducing Social Geographies
by Rachel Pain et al.).
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® Positivist Approaches

Positivists approach social geography as though it were a natural science, seeking
to make general statements model geographical phenomena and discover ‘laws’ to
explain human/spatial interactions. Quantitative methods have usually been employed
in support of these goals. In most positivist rescarch social scientists are assumed to
be capable of being objective, ncutral value- free observers. Although this position
has been widely criticized, positivism has been a popular approach to social geography
and dominant until relatively recently,
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‘@ Humanistic Approaches :

Humanistic approaches offer a longstanding alternative which challenges
deterministic.explanations. Humanistic social geographers assert that there is no
objective geographical world, but that geographies are both perceived and created by
ndividuals” perceptions, attitudes and feclings. They give centrality to human agency,
diversity and difference and valuc the trivial, local and everyday human experience.
They believe that science and scientists are subjective and involved and indeed may
alter what they are studying.
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® Radical Approaches :

Radical approaches emphasize power relations and social and political structures
in explaining the social zeographical world. Radical social geographers have an
explicit political and moral commitment to the issues they study. The most influential
have been Marxism, Feminism and Anti- Racism, all of which apply important bodies
of social theory to the analysis of society and space.

Marxist geographics draw on the theories of Karl Marx, stressing the centrality of
capitalist cconomic and political systems in underpinning social and spatial life, and
adapting and refining theory to keep pace with current changes to society and economy.

Feminist gcographies draw on feminist theories, and have expanded their focus
from examining women’s lives and the importance of gender in constructing space
10 a concem with other forms of difference and oppression.





