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➢ Based on land area and population Brazil is the largest 
country in Latin America.

➢ Brazil was under the colony of Portugal for about 300 
years.

➢ In 1822 Brazil got her independence.
➢ Immediately after independence monarchical form of 

government was established in Brazil and it was 
continued till 1889.

➢ In 1889 Brazil was established as a federal republic.
➢ From 1822, total seven constitutions has been adopted 

in Brazil. It has experienced several authoritarian as 
well as democratic government.

➢ Brazil has passed through both civilian and military 
governments.



➢ The present constitution of Brazil is adopted in 
1988 and this constitution is called as Citizen 
constitution.

➢ Presently Brazil is a federal, republic, democratic 
country with presidential form of government.

➢ Brazil has 26 states and one federal 
district(Brasilia).

➢ Official name- Federative Republic of Brazil.

➢ First emperor- Pedro-I

➢ First President- Deodoro De Fonseca

➢ Present President- Lula Da Silva



 After independence Brazil was established monarchy and Pedro-I 
became the emperor.

 In 1824 the first constitution was adopted in Brazil and this 
constitution was known as Imperial Constitution.

 This constitution has given the provision of four branches of 
government viz. Executive, Legislature, Judiciary and Moderator.

 The responsibilities of executive was given to The State Council, 
responsibilities of legislature to The General Assembly (consists of 
Senate and The Chamber of Deputies), responsibilities of judiciary 
to The courts and responsibilities of moderator was given to the 
Emperor.

 The constitution gave the maximum power to the emperor and he 
has the power to control the other three branches.

 The constitution established Brazil as unitary state, where the state 
governments could enjoy a little power.

 In 1847 the post of President was created and Brazil became a 
constitutional monarchy.



❖ Death of Pedro-II

❖ The second constitution and the first republican 
constitution .

❖ Very similar to the US constitution.

❖ It established a presidential system and male 
universal suffrage from the age of 21.

❖ It contained provisions of separation of powers, 
checks and balances, a bicameral legislature 
(consists of Senate and Deputy chamber), direct 
elections, and created a federal chamber.

❖ The former provinces were declared states.



❑ In 1930, Getulio vargas organized a military revolt 
and led a Coup de’ Etat. Removed president 
Washington Luis.

❑ His government created a new constitution in 
1934.

❑ This constitution has removed the republican 
system and started authoritarian rule.

❑ The new aspects of this constitution were –
independence of supreme court, universal adult 
franchise, establishment of an electoral court, 
various social and economic rights to the 
individual, creation of a labour court for labour 
welfare, individual liberty etc



➢ A couple of years later, Getulio Vergas faced a 
counter revolution, forcing him to stage a coup, 
after which he began a new constitutional 
process.

➢ The constitution of 1937 was more 
authoritarian, concentrating executive and 
legislative powers in the president, who was 
the supreme authority of the State, elected by 
indirect elections for a term of six years.



➢ The president had powers to appoint the 
Governors of the provinces.

➢ The National Congress was closed.

➢ Individual rights and guarantees were suspended.

➢ The government had a great intervention in the 
economy, and the subsoil and waterfalls were 
nationalized.

➢ The 1937 constitution allowed Vergas to proclaim a 
dictatorship called the New State (Estado Novo) 
and to remain in power for another decade.



o Getulio vergas was overthrown by his war minister 
Eurico Gaspar Dutra.

o The 1946 constitution replaced the Estado Novo’s
dictatorship of Vargas.

o By this constitution, a representative democracy was 
established and a new president Eurico Gaspar Dutra, 
was elected for five years.

o A constituent assembly drafted a more balanced and 
liberal constitution which re established basic 
individual rights and the separation of powers.

o The constitution also maintained an important role of 
the state in the nation’s economy.

o It has strengthen the federalism



▪ In 1964, a military intervention was take place by 
Castelo Branco, and adopted a new contitution.

▪ This constitution was characterized by centralized 
power in the executive, in particular in the president.

▪ The presidential term of office was increased from four 
to five years.

▪ The president was given more power to decree laws 
related to taxation, creation of public employment and 
determination of salaries for civil servants.

▪ Sought to institutionalize the military regime.

▪ Institutional acts were used by military leaders to 
remove opposition members from the congress.



➢ In the1970s, the military regime faced popular 
uprisings and dissatisfaction as economic progress 
began to slow.

➢ The transition from authoritarian rule to democracy 
started in 1974 when President Ernesto Geisel 
conducted a gradual process of political opening or 
liberalization.

➢ The first measure was the organization of free 
congressional elections in 1974.

➢ In 1982 the military allowed direct elections for state 
governors and gradually increased federal transfers to 
municipal governments.

➢ A new law on political parties led to an opening of the 
political life.



➢ In 1985 the government approved the 
convocation of the National Constituent 
Assembly to draft a new constitution.

➢ After twenty months of deliberation, the 
assembly produced the 1988 Citizen 
Constitution



❖ Under the current constitution, Brazil is a 
presidential, federal republic.

❖ Through an amendment in 1996, municipalities 
were incorporated with states as part of the 
federation.

❖ The country is composed of 26 states and federal 
district (Brasilia).

❖ The federal, state and municipal governments 
have their own legislative, executive and judicial 
institutions.

❖ The municipal governments has the autonomy and 
responsibility for policy implementation, 
decentralizing the federal power.



❖ The executive is headed by a President who is 
directly elected for a term of four year.

❖ The President is both head of the state and head of 
the government.

❖ A President has no limit on number of terms but 
may not serve more than two terms consecutively.

❖ President has the power to appoint ministers of 
State, military officers, and judges.

❖ In the appointment of ambassadors, higher court 
judges, the solicitor general and central bank 
directors must have Senate approval.



❖ The federal legislature is known as National 
Congress, which is bicameral, consisting of the 
Chamber of Deputies (lower house) and the Senate 
(upper house).

❖ There are 513 federal deputies: 3 members from 
each state and federal district are elected to serve 
eight year terms. One third and two thirds of 
members are alternately elected every four year.

❖ There are 81 senators, elected by proportional 
representation from each state and serve four year 
terms.



❖ The federal judiciary is composed of the 
Federal Supreme Court, the Superior Court of 
Justice, regional federal courts, labour courts, 
the electoral court and the military court.

❖ The Supreme Federal court is the highest court 
consists of 11 judges appointed by the 
President and approved by the Senate.

❖ The Court can declare federal, state and 
municipal laws unconstitutional and therefore 
null.

❖ The Court has the judicial review power.



1. Written constitution

2. Federal

3. Division of power

4. Presidential system

5. Republic

6. Bicameral legislature

7. Supremacy of the constitution

8. Doctrine of separation of power

9. Principles of checks and balances

10. Popular sovereignty



1. Corrupt politics and politicians

2. Existence of strong military regimes

3. Illiterate masses

4. Divisions along linguistic, ethnic and religious 
lines

5. Undue interference by outside powers.

6. Rigid religious fundamentalist regimes



➢ The Brazilian constitution of 1988 gave 
relatively strong powers to the President.

➢ The head of the federal executive power of 
Brazil is the President. He is both head of the 
State and head of the government.

➢ The President of Brazil is elected by direct 
suffrage for a period of four years.

➢ He could be impeached by the Supreme 
Federal Court after the Senate or Chamber of 
Deputies had upheld an accusation against him 
of official misconduct or common crime.



➢ According to Article 76, the executive power is 
exercised by the President, assisted by the 
Ministers of State.


