@ Conflict in the Middle East

e

"Summary of events

The arca known as the Middle East has been one of the world’s most troubled regions,
especially since 1945, Wars and civil wars have raged almost non-stop, and there has
ardly been a time when the whole region was at peace. Strictly speaking, the Middic.
Eastgonsists of Egypt, the Sudan, Jordan. Svria. Lebanon, Iraq, Saudi Arabia, Kuwait,
Iran, 7TV, (he-Yemen republics, the United Arab Emirates and Oman (see Map
11.1). Most of these states, except Turkey and Iran, are peopled by Arabs; Iran, though
ot an Arab state, contains many Arabs living in the area around the northern end of
the Persian Gulf. The Middle East also contains the small Jewish state of Israel which
was set up by the United Nations in 1948 in Palestine. The creation of Israel 1n
Palestine, an area belonging to the Palestinian Arabs, ouLgsgch{ab,OPigLlehrough-
out the world (other Arap states outside the Middle “Fast are-"Morocdd s Algeria,
Tunisia and Libya). The Arabs especially blamed Britain who, they felt, had been more
sympathetic (0 the Jews than to the Arabs; most of all they blamed the USA which had
supported the idea of a Jewish state very strongly. The Arab states refused to recognize
Israelasadegakstale.and they vowed to destroy it. Although there were four short wars
between Israel and the various Arab states (1948-9, 1956, 1967 and 1973), Arab attacks
failed, and Israel survived. :

The Arab desire to destroy Israel tended for much of the time to overshadow all

other concerns. However, two other themes which ran through Middle East affairs got
mixed up with the anti-Israel struggle: '

\_O/Qe desire of some Arabs to achieve political and economic unity among the Arab
states,
® the desire of many Arabs to put an end to foreign intervention in their countnes.
The Middle East attracted a lot of attention from both Western and communist
powers, because of its strategic position and rich oil resources.

Interpretations of the Middle East situation vary depending on whose viewpoint one
looks at. For example, many British politicians and journalists regarded Colonel Nasser
(Egyptian leader 1954-70) as some kind of dangerous fanatic who was almost as bad as
Hitler. On the other hand, most Arabs thought he was a hero, the symbol of the Arab
people’s move towards unity and freedom. '
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l"’j'iflw Arab unity and interference from the
| outside world

(8) Arabs have several things in common

@:g-"ull speak the Arabic language, h‘i)wﬁc all Muslims (followers of the rcll'lje_iun
Lnown as Islam), except for about hall'The population of Lebanon who are Chnstian;
and most of them wante 1 ta.a€e the destruction of Israel so that the Palestinian Arabs
could have back the land which they feel is rightfully theirs. Many Arabs wanted to sce
the unity carried much further into some sorl of political and economic union, like the
European Community. As early as IEJEM?Q‘iC conferepcein lerusalem put out this
snnouncement: “The Arab lands a-¢ a complete and indivisible whole ... all efforts are
1o be directed towards their compl :te independence, in their entirety and unificd’.
Several attempts were made to increase unity among the Arab states.

o The Arab League, founded in 1945, included Egypt, Syria, Jordan, Iraq, Lebanon,
Saudi Arabia and Yemen; membership later expanded to include twenty states in 1980.
However, it achieved very little politically and was constantly hampered by internal
squabbles. .

¢ Inthe mid-1950s Arab unity (sometimes known as pan-Arabism, ‘pan’ meaning
all’) received a boost With the energetic leadership of Colonel Gamal Abdel Nasser of
Egypt, who gained enormous prestige in the Arab world after the 1956 Suez Crisis (sce
Section 11.3). In 1958 Svria joined Egypt to form the United Arab Republic with Nasser
as President. However, this only lasied until 1961, when Syria withdrew because of
resentment at Nasser's attempts to dominate the union.

o After Nasser's death in 1970, his successor, President Sadat, organized a loose
union between Egypt, Libya and Syria, known as the Federation of Arab Republics; but
it never amounted to much.

In spite of their similarities, there were 100 many points on which the Arab states dis-
agreed for unity ever to be really close. For example:

o Jordan and Saudi Arabia were ruled (and still are) by fairly conservative royal
families who were often criticized for being too pro-British by the governments of
Egypt and Syria, which were pro-Arab nationalist as well as socialist.

o The othor Arab states fell out with Egypt in 1979 because Egypt signed a separate
peace treaty with Israel (see Section 11.6). This caused Egypt to be expelled from the
Arab League.

(b) Interference in the Middle East by other countries

~ This toak place for several reasons.

\'ﬁ?rﬂar’n and Erance had been involved in the Middle East for many years. Britain

fuled Egypt from 1882 (when British troops invaded it) until 1922 when the country
was given semi-independence under its own king. However, British troops still
remained in Egypt and the Egyptians had to continue doing what Britain wanted. By
the Versailles Settlement at the end of the First World War, Britain «nd France were
given large areas of the Middle East taken from the defeated Turks, to look after as
mandates. Map 11.2 shows which areas were involved. Although !iritain gave
independence to Iraq (1932) and to Jordan (1946), both remained pro-British. France

gave independence to Syria and Lebanon (1945) but hoped to ma ntain some influence
in the \Middle Fact ——
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