@ Conflict in the Middle East

e

"Summary of events

The arca known as the Middle East has been one of the world’s most troubled regions,
especially since 1945, Wars and civil wars have raged almost non-stop, and there has
ardly been a time when the whole region was at peace. Strictly speaking, the Middic.
Eastgonsists of Egypt, the Sudan, Jordan. Svria. Lebanon, Iraq, Saudi Arabia, Kuwait,
Iran, 7TV, (he-Yemen republics, the United Arab Emirates and Oman (see Map
11.1). Most of these states, except Turkey and Iran, are peopled by Arabs; Iran, though
ot an Arab state, contains many Arabs living in the area around the northern end of
the Persian Gulf. The Middle East also contains the small Jewish state of Israel which
was set up by the United Nations in 1948 in Palestine. The creation of Israel 1n
Palestine, an area belonging to the Palestinian Arabs, ouLgsgch{ab,OPigLlehrough-
out the world (other Arap states outside the Middle “Fast are-"Morocdd s Algeria,
Tunisia and Libya). The Arabs especially blamed Britain who, they felt, had been more
sympathetic (0 the Jews than to the Arabs; most of all they blamed the USA which had
supported the idea of a Jewish state very strongly. The Arab states refused to recognize
Israelasadegakstale.and they vowed to destroy it. Although there were four short wars
between Israel and the various Arab states (1948-9, 1956, 1967 and 1973), Arab attacks
failed, and Israel survived. :

The Arab desire to destroy Israel tended for much of the time to overshadow all

other concerns. However, two other themes which ran through Middle East affairs got
mixed up with the anti-Israel struggle: '

\_O/Qe desire of some Arabs to achieve political and economic unity among the Arab
states,
® the desire of many Arabs to put an end to foreign intervention in their countnes.
The Middle East attracted a lot of attention from both Western and communist
powers, because of its strategic position and rich oil resources.

Interpretations of the Middle East situation vary depending on whose viewpoint one
looks at. For example, many British politicians and journalists regarded Colonel Nasser
(Egyptian leader 1954-70) as some kind of dangerous fanatic who was almost as bad as
Hitler. On the other hand, most Arabs thought he was a hero, the symbol of the Arab
people’s move towards unity and freedom. '
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l"’j'iflw Arab unity and interference from the
| outside world

(8) Arabs have several things in common

@:g-"ull speak the Arabic language, h‘i)wﬁc all Muslims (followers of the rcll'lje_iun
Lnown as Islam), except for about hall'The population of Lebanon who are Chnstian;
and most of them wante 1 ta.a€e the destruction of Israel so that the Palestinian Arabs
could have back the land which they feel is rightfully theirs. Many Arabs wanted to sce
the unity carried much further into some sorl of political and economic union, like the
European Community. As early as IEJEM?Q‘iC conferepcein lerusalem put out this
snnouncement: “The Arab lands a-¢ a complete and indivisible whole ... all efforts are
1o be directed towards their compl :te independence, in their entirety and unificd’.
Several attempts were made to increase unity among the Arab states.

o The Arab League, founded in 1945, included Egypt, Syria, Jordan, Iraq, Lebanon,
Saudi Arabia and Yemen; membership later expanded to include twenty states in 1980.
However, it achieved very little politically and was constantly hampered by internal
squabbles. .

¢ Inthe mid-1950s Arab unity (sometimes known as pan-Arabism, ‘pan’ meaning
all’) received a boost With the energetic leadership of Colonel Gamal Abdel Nasser of
Egypt, who gained enormous prestige in the Arab world after the 1956 Suez Crisis (sce
Section 11.3). In 1958 Svria joined Egypt to form the United Arab Republic with Nasser
as President. However, this only lasied until 1961, when Syria withdrew because of
resentment at Nasser's attempts to dominate the union.

o After Nasser's death in 1970, his successor, President Sadat, organized a loose
union between Egypt, Libya and Syria, known as the Federation of Arab Republics; but
it never amounted to much.

In spite of their similarities, there were 100 many points on which the Arab states dis-
agreed for unity ever to be really close. For example:

o Jordan and Saudi Arabia were ruled (and still are) by fairly conservative royal
families who were often criticized for being too pro-British by the governments of
Egypt and Syria, which were pro-Arab nationalist as well as socialist.

o The othor Arab states fell out with Egypt in 1979 because Egypt signed a separate
peace treaty with Israel (see Section 11.6). This caused Egypt to be expelled from the
Arab League.

(b) Interference in the Middle East by other countries

~ This toak place for several reasons.

\'ﬁ?rﬂar’n and Erance had been involved in the Middle East for many years. Britain

fuled Egypt from 1882 (when British troops invaded it) until 1922 when the country
was given semi-independence under its own king. However, British troops still
remained in Egypt and the Egyptians had to continue doing what Britain wanted. By
the Versailles Settlement at the end of the First World War, Britain «nd France were
given large areas of the Middle East taken from the defeated Turks, to look after as
mandates. Map 11.2 shows which areas were involved. Although !iritain gave
independence to Iraq (1932) and to Jordan (1946), both remained pro-British. France

gave independence to Syria and Lebanon (1945) but hoped to ma ntain some influence
in the \Middle Fact ——
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.(\;n Middle East held a very imporiant sirategic position in the world - it acted as a
sort of crossroads between the Western nations, the communist bloc and the Third
World countries of Africa and Asia.

8/ Aione time the Middle East produced over a third of the world's oil supplies, the

main producers being Iran, Iraq. Saudi Arabia and Kuwait. In the days before North

Sea oil was available, and before nuclear power, the European nations were heavily

dependent on oil supplies from the Middle East and wanted to make sure that the oil-

producing states had friendly governments which would sell them oil cheaply.

® The lack of unity among the Arab states encouraged other countries to intervene in
e Middle East.

Most of the Arab states had nationalist governments which bitterly resented Western
influence. One by one, governments which were thoughi io be 100 pro-West were swep!
away and replaced by regimes which wanted 1o be non-aligned, this meant being free to
act independently of both East (communist bloc) and West.

1 Eppt

At the end of the Second World War, British troops stayed on in the canal zone (the
area around the Suez Canal). This was to enable Britain to control the canal, in which
over half the shares were owned by the British and French. In 1952 a group of Egyptian
army officers, tired of waiting for the British to leave, overthrew Farouk, ..:n king of
Egypt (who they thought was not firm enough with the British), and seized power
themselves. By 1954 Colonel Nasser had become President and his policy of ...E.:n__:..n up
to Britan soon led 1o the Suzz War of 1056 (sce Section 11.3 for full details). This

brought complete humiliation for Britain and was the end of British influence in Egvpt.

5 Jordan

Ring >¢n__._“._ur :.un_ been given his throne by the Bntish in 1946. He was assassinated in
1951 by :m_._ouw“._..,; who felt that he was too much under Britain's thumb. His succes-
oor, King Hussein, had to tread very carefully to survive. He ended the treaty which
sllowed British troops to use bases in Jordan (1957) and all Bnush troops were with-

drawn. -

3 Imq

King Faisal and his Prime Minister, Nuri-es-Said, were pro-Bntish; in 1955 they signed
an agreement with Turkey (the mnhEna: tostt up a joint defence and economic
policy. Pakistan, Iran and Britain also joined, Britai1 promising to help Iraq if she was
attacked. The British humiliation in the 1956 Sue: War encouraged the anli-Briush
movement in Irag to act: Faisal and Nuri-es-Said were murdered and r.mm _un.nwau a
republic (1958). The new government was sympathetic tow m...a.u Egypt and 1t 599._"5
Iraq from the Baghdad Pact. This marked the end of Britain’s attempt to play a major
role in Arab affairs.

4 Iran
In Iran important changes were taking place. :..5 was the only Middle East state which
had a frontier with the USSR, In 1945 the Russians tried 10 set up a communist govern-
ment in northern lIran, the part which bordered on the USSR and which had a large
and active communist party. The Western-educated Shah (ruler) of ﬂr: Reza vm:._uz.
resisted the Russians and signed a defence treany with the .HE“ they ?.c_:.unn_
him with economic and military aid, including tanks and jet _...u..ﬂnwm. The }war.w:w
saw the situation as part of the Cold War — Iran was yet another front on which the
communists must be prevented from advancing. However, there was a sir :
ist movement in Iran which resented all foreign influence. This scon began to turm
azainst the USA and against Britain too. This was because Britain n.wE a Bu..EEwuﬂwm.
the shares in the Anglo-Iraniar Oil Company and its refinery at _h,,m;w,:..r: s,uw‘ww ..._.w
felt that the British were tzking too much of the pronts, and Hi..lm_u.ru.mm m:w__.w._.ﬁ,.:__u:
Iran, Dr Mussadiqg, nationalized the company (took it under ﬂ_”.u r.ou.:.u.. o Hur:pww -
government). However, most of the world, nnnom_.mmﬁu by m,.ﬁ._.u,, ,m,o., HE.HM& .E.:ES
exports and Mussadiq was forced to resign. In 1954 a compromuss was ﬂ.f.umo. ot
British Petroleum was allowed 40 per cent of the mrmﬂnw,.rmm uo,,.” u.,omr _.._ .m..,pn.,m..#.pna
the profits, which the Shah was able 1o use for a cautious modarnization an
gramme. _ ——
H&oﬁ_mqmwmﬂh enouzh for the left and for the devout ..L.uﬁﬂm. ._.”n..._ meﬂ.._nnﬂmwnwp
Shah's close ties with the USA which they nonmaﬁmumw Fmﬂ“ﬁﬂ»ﬂﬁfﬁ g
their country: they also suspected that 3 _wﬂmm_w:nsn wmnﬂruﬂm“_m‘ﬂ;,. e e eodgti¥, &l

: ~ vatollah (a sort of High

its way into his private fortune. In Jap!
an ._.ﬂ.ﬁ
Priest)

ke was serup under a religious leader, the 23

b i 15 € try to be no
‘homeini. Like Nasser, he wanted his countiry 1

n-aligned.
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11.2 JFhe creation of Israel and the Arab-Israeli
\ X war 1948-9

A

‘a) Why did the crearion of the state of Israel lead 1o war?

The origin of the problem went back almost 2000 years to the year AD 71, when *
maost of the Jews were driven out of Palestine, which was then their homeland, 3y the
Romans. In fact, small communities of Jews stayed behind in Palestine, and over
the following 1700 vears there was a gradual trickle of Jews réturning from exile,
Unul the end of the nineteenth century though, there were never enough Jews to 1
make the Arabs, who now looked on Palestine as their homeland, feel threatened.
some Jews living in Europe founded the Wprld Ziesuis ization al

asle 10 Switzerland. Zionists were people who believed that Jews oughtto be able
“¥0'20 back 10 Palestine and have what they called ‘a national homeland’; in other
words, a Jewish state. Jews had recently sufferedpersecttiom T RISsIa, France and
Germany, and a Jewish state would provide a safe refuge for Jews from all over the
world. The problem was that Pgleyine was inkabited by Arabs. who were alarmed
2t the prospect of losing theirTand 10 the Jews. =
¥/ Bntain became involved 1n 1917 when the Foreign Minister, Arthur Balfour,

v announced that Brizain supported the idea of a Jewish national home in Palestine.

After 191G, when Palestine became a British mandate, large numbers of Jews

began to amve in Palestine, and the Arabs protested bitterly to the British that
they wanted:
4® ~an independent Palestine for the Arabs;
\®_~"2n end to the immigration of Jews.

The Bntish government stated (1922) that there was no intention Em_ o€ Jews
sbould occupy the whole of Palestine and that there would be no interference with

“the nehis of the Palestinian Arzbs. The British hoped to persuade Jews and Arabs

10 live together peacefully 1n the same state; they failed to understand the deep
religious gulf between the two.

ey ey

¥i2 persecution of Jews in Germany after 1933 caused a flood of refugees, and by
1540 zbout half the population of Palgstine was Jewish. I 1937 the British Peel

Commussion proposed dividing PgiStine into two separate States, one Arab and one
Jewash, but the Arabs rejected the idea. The British tried again in 1939, offering an
independent Arab stats within ten years, and Jewish immigration imited 10 10 000
a year; this time the Jews rejected the proposal. .

.5 _Trne Second World War made the situation much worse: there were hundreds of

7

6
\

thousands of Jewish refugees from Hitler’s Europe desperately looking for
somewhere to go. Ig 1958 the USA pressed Britain to allow 100 000 Jews into
Palestine; this demand was echoed by David Ben Gusion, one of the Jewish
leaders, but the Bnfish, not wanting to offend the Arabs, refused.
ke Jews, after all that their race had suffered at the hands of the Nazis, were
determined to fizht Jor their ‘national home’, They began a ﬂnm.m,oa.a c i
against both Arabs and Boush; one of the most spectacular incidents was the
blowing up of the FiapDay in Jerusalem, which the British were using as
their headquarters!¥] people were killed and many more injured. The British
responded by arresting Jewish leaders and by turning back ships such as the
whrodus crammed with Jews 1tending to enter Palestine.
The British, weakened by the strain of the Second Warld War, felt unable to cope.
_Ernest Bevin, the Lzbour For sign Secretary, asked the United Nations to deal

with the problem, and in ?.a«miww.« 1247 the L) vnied o divide Lalestine, setting

- .

1 g

) : i denendent Jewish state: Early in 1443 the
aside roughh half of 1t to lorm 4t ..,w__,c-_ r:gt_r”,,m,n UN c: _.,J cut its own olaa,
i g 1 aliocether an e 1 . all) 3 g
i decided 1o come 04l alivgeilic : T T i arly
British dec Htine wasalsyady going on between Jews ang Aygbs{who ittty
Although fightin s mew..ﬂ.mn British withdrew ali thetr troops. in May

) | — ™
D_Mr_. pew state DQMN&&. 1t was
AQ - :

| SDANON

4 4

19480°C
mmei l1a

2
() Who was 1o blame for the ragedy: : "
. Britain for the chaos in Palesnne:
¢ of the world seemed 10 blame or AGEINT WO )
/&*wwﬂﬂﬂhmﬁwnmﬁna which supported the Conservative party also cnuicized Bevin
many _

d Britain's Labour government ‘or its handling of the situauon. 1t was said that
and BN .
m:.:&..:ncwmrcc_m:m«dﬂma ed on 1o ensure !

hat the partition of Palestine was
2 itish of being ﬁﬂo-umfmn for letting far

1 Thly. The Arabs zccused the Bn ng e e far
2 L e ine in the first place and for causing them o E..,.,. half E.o.:
oo many Jews nto Palestine in th= Qr ; [ A e
homeland. The Jews accused the Biritish of being pro-Ara ving
immjgration.
e /Bevin blame

d the USA for the chaos, and there is some evidence 10 uﬂ.no_...ﬁ his S,mn,
;a5 US President Truman who vﬂnmmuﬂﬁaa Britain to allow 100 000 ..ﬁ? .ru.ruﬂ ﬁ,o £0
_wfwmm_mm:nn in Apnl 1946. Although this was bound to upset the Arabs even more,

Truman refused to provide any American troops to help keep order in Palestine. and
Tefused to allgw anv more

Jews 10 enter the USA. It was Truman who rejected :._u._

cm.€|.mn i 1946) whieh would have set up separate Areb and Jewish

BricsR E_n..a w.ﬁ_g.:__.‘_. -Niw: It was the Americans who pushed the plan for

i upe ; . 5 - . .
wwﬂwﬁoMmﬂnwmhmnwm_ﬂw_mcm.w,.d: though all the Arab nations voted against it; this was
violence in Palestine. .

mo .wm..wm NMHWMMME.« defended the British., ﬁo::m:m out that they ,f..“.“.u HJJMm S%a

air to both sides, and that in the end, it was wﬂvowm_En 10 persuade quuwﬂf,,.w an

Jews to accept a peaceful solution. The British withdrawal was mqunﬁrn‘:rﬁ:r_.‘.“ it

would force the Americans and the UN to take mpre Hnmuouﬁd::w.mc.« ...ﬁ..(.m,.,. ..,;T.,...:.on ;

they had helped create. It would save the British a lot of expense: wanw .M ..;.. .;__r...f w»

already spent over £100 million trying to keep the peace, and they could not allord 10

continue.

(c) The war and its outcome

Most people expected the Arabs to win easily, but against m.umn:wm_: c,.nna,wp,._ﬁ_u.w
odds, the [sraelis defeated them and even QNEEQP“ n ihe UN pani:
tion had_given them. They ended up with about threc-guarters of P'elostine plus the
Egftian port of Lilsison the Red Sea. The Israelis woh parily becouse they fought des-
perately, and parily becapse the Arab states were divided among themselves and
poorly equipped; King Abdullah of Jordap was more-dni;cesizd in sizing the area of

Palestine west of the Kiver Jordan (known as the WeSt Bapk) so that he could make it
part of his own state, than in giving it to the Palestinian Arabs. The most tragic out-
come of the wzr was that the Palestinian Arabs became the innozent victims who found
themselves without a state or a homeland. Some were in the new Jewish state of Israel,
others who lived jn the area seizzd by King Abdullah, found themselves living 1n
Jordan. After some Jews had slaughtered the entire population of an Arab willage 1n

Istael, near)y a millic rabs {led Fzypt, Lebanon, Jordan and Svria where they

had to live in miserable refugee camps. Jerusalem was divided Fztneen -Israel and
a - E e s e g
Jordap, The USA_ Britain and France guaranicod ISTasT S 17on1i0 55, DUl Lhe Arap states

did not regard the_ceaselire s parmanent. They would ot rccognize the legality of

a— - n
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‘Israel, and they regarded this var as only the first round in the struggle to desyyg,
Israel and liberate Palestine. (For a map showing the situation at the end of the v :

see Source D in question 2 at the end of the chapter.) u,
/ \\ P M 1
[1Y.3 The Suez War of 1956] / <~ 4
.

§) Who was to blame for the war?

It is possible to blame different countries depending on one's point of view:

\” the Arabs blamed the Israclis, who actually began hostil ties by invading Egypt;
® the communist bloc and many Arab states blamed Britain and France, accusing
thzm of impenalist tactics (trying to keep control in the Middle East against the wishes
of the Arab nations) by attacking Egypt. They accused the Americans of encouraging
Biitgin to attack;
® /1he Bnush, French and Israelis blamed Colonel Nasser of Egypt for being anti-
Vestern. However, even the Amencans thought that Britain and France had
overreacted by using force, and most British historians agree.

1 Colonel Nasser, the new ruler of Egypt, was aggressively in fdvour of Arab unity
and independence, including the libefation of Palestine wqoa the Jews; almost
everything he did irritated the British, Americans or French:

/..\\ He organized guerrilla fighters known as fedayeen (self-sacrificers) to carry out

sabotage and murder inside Israel, and Egyplian s.olockaded the.Gullof
i Agaba leading 1o the Israeli port of Eilar. = S

g In 1350 Britain had signed an agreement with Egypt which allowed the British
1o keep troops at Suez. This treaty was due Lo expire in 1956, and Britain
wanted it renewed. Nasser refused and insisted that all British troops should
withdraw immediately the treaty ended.

}o\\ He sent help to the Algerian Arabs in their struggle against France (see
Section 21.5(c)). prodded the other Arab states into opposing the British-
sponsored Baghdad Pact, and forced King Hussein of Jordan to dismiss his
British army chiel-ol-stalf.

-u\ He signed an arms deal with Czechoslovakia (September 1955) for Russian
fighters, bombers and tanks, and Russian military experts went o train the
Egvptian army.

el b LA LLES

/...w\.:?. Americans were outraged ar this, since it meant that the West no longer
controlled arms supplies to Egvpt. Egypt now became part of the Cold War: any
country which was not part of the Western alliance and which bought arms from
Eastern Europe was, in American cyes. just as bad as a communist country. It was
seen as a sinister plot by the Russians to ‘move into’ the Middle East. The
Americans therefore cancelled a promised prant of 46 ollars towards the
building of a dam as Aswan {Julv 1936); their intention was to force Nasser to
abandon his new links with the communists. .

/..w\\ Crisis point was reached when Nasser immediately retaliated by izing the
Sueg 5 intending 1o use the income from it to finance the Tam

hareholders in the canal, the majority of whom Were Brilish and French, were

promised compensation. o

/v\ Anthony Eden, the British Conservative Prime Minister, took the lead at this point.
He believed that Nasser was on the way to forming a united Arabia under

—

=

sl s

g ro. after prociaimng
Mus. 11.1  Presigent Nasser of Egypt acclaimed by wildly Cheenng crowas in Cavro, after p 3
the nauonalsation of the Suez Canal, 1956

Egyptian control and communist influence. which could cut of[ Burape’s-on

1 H - ~eevrdiTe
<Opohes atwill e viewed Nasser as another Hitler or Mussolint. and according 10

- ;.a
stonan Hueh Thomas. ‘saw Egypt through a forest of Flanders poppics and

gleaming jackboots’. He was not alone in this: Churchill remarked: "We _.r.B t have
this malicious swine sitting across our communicalions . and the new “.u our -

1 0 asse appease 2 wav tha
leader, Hugh Gaitskell, agreed that Nasser must not co.,.ﬂ?..p.,.;. in r: i
Hitler and Mussolini had been appeased in the Euc.v. Evervbody in :E:\ -
ignored the fact that Nasser had offered compensation 1o the sharcholders and hi

b
promised that the ships of all nations (except Isracl) would be able 1o usc tie
canal.

5/ Secret talks took place between the Biilish. French and Israelis and a plan #2s

3ritish

hatched: En&#ﬂ:&;:éan.mmecﬂ across the Sinal r.:._?,_c.p, z_r””r__r__,mu.m.mlll
and French troops would occupy the canal zone on the pretext ha e ) weould
rotectng it from damage in the fighting. Anglo: _m:::o_ oft n,,f:_
—estored. and the defeat, it was hoped. would topple 7m$nqbfu snd
~ Recent research has shown that the war could casily have been avoidec

2 2 S weans. In fact
that Eden was more in favour of getting rid of Nasser by peaceful
rosei
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there was a secret Anglo-American plan (Crmega) to overthro ./.u:.na}_iza
political and economic pressures. In my “October 1956 Eden veas still F._.___.:nu_o
'continue talks with Egypt; he'had called off the military operation. and there
seemed a good chance of compromise being reached over control .Q the Suez
Canal. Ic#.m.._,ﬁ.,mn_a: was under pressure from several directions to use force
?\E: e Briush intelligence service) and some members of the British .
govern nent, including Harold Macmillan (Chancellor of the Exchequer), urged -
military action. Macnullan assu-ed Eden that the USA would not _ouuann_m Bntish
use of force, In the end, it was probably pressure from the French mo,,amnans_ 3

which caused Eden to opt for a oint military operation with France and Israel

(b) The war

The war began with the planned Isg asion of Egypi429°@ctober). This was a bri
liant success, and within a week th: Israclis w_wum.nm?:ﬁwqu Hrm_in..%:-c .A.EE,.. B
anns.::n the British and French bombed Egvptian airfields and anae :c.oﬁm. H.Hn_.w

am.ln_._uph__ the northern end of the canal. The attacks caused an ouicry from the rest of the

world, and :.~ Adiencans, who were afraid of upsetting all the Arabs and forcing _.__ .
mto closer ties with the USSR, refused to EE: u::ocn.r..:ﬁ ' _._Mw_nw._lqma
hinted that support would be forthcoming. At the C::nr Nations }%n_.,_nm”_.wqm_nm
Russians ME once agreed: they demanded an immediate ccasefire .E.__a re u:.d_.“
send a UN force. With the pressure of world opinion against them, m.w...h_::.: Jn«m..:.a a M
Isracl agreed to withdraw, while UN troops moved in to police the :E:.mnn cﬁin”n

Egvpt and Israel. :

%n outcome of the war

ﬁ:; was a complete humiliation for Britain and France, who achieved none of their .
aims, and 1f was a triumph for Nasser,

/w\ﬂ.._n war r:_.na to overthrow Nasser, and his prestige as leader of Arab nationalism
againstinterfering Europeans was greatly increased; for the ordinary Arab people, he
was a hero.

fw\;n Wn,__m:pum blocked the canal, the Arabs reduced oil supplies to western Europe .
where petrol rationing was introduced for a time, and Russian aid replaced that from

the USA (Illus. 11.2).
8/ I'he British action soon lost them an ally in Iraq, where premier Nuri-cs-Said came

{oor 1 e e 7 |
under increasing attack from other Arabs for his pro-British attitude; he was murdered

n 1958,
\ “.._w:::: was now wear and unable to follow a foreign policy independently of the
USA.
® AMhe Alperians were cncouraged in their struggle for independence from France

which they achieved in 1962.

The war was not without cucgess for Iszach although she had been compelled to hand

back all territory captured from Evyvpt. she had mflicted hepvy losses on the Egyptians
in men and equipment, which w take vears 1o make good. For the time heing the’
fedaveen raids ccased and Jsrael hod @ breathing <pace in which to consolidate

aveen i d feracl had a br fatce.

LA LI S Ll
T e mRere

v

ne 1956 wer

107" s

Ilus. 11.2  Sunken ships biock the suez Canal ant’

/ \ +-)F\M_\.\).-n
11,4 /The Six-Day War of ._omu_mm

a peace treaty at the end of the 19489 war and were

The Arab states had not signed i ... .E::,.,.
still refusing 1o give Israel olficial recognition. In 1967 they _sﬂ:nm mnmn._nmﬂmn%,? a
determined atlempt to deslroy Israel. The lead was taken by Irag. Svna a :

s

(a) The build-up tro war

1 /In Irag.anc
ideas'of The
‘resurrection’ believed in
outlook, wanting social re

S0CI4T 2

were prepared to co-operate with
announced: *Our goal 1s clear — LQW] B b

erin _sﬁ..bu,...;._.:n: was influenced by the
o Svria. Supporters of the RBa'ath (mezning
Arab independence and unity and were left-wine in
{orm and betier treatment for ordinary peo le. They
Egypt. and in June EEEH.
Loff the map .

1966 It

a arty to puwerin

2 1 Syria pelitical upheavels brought the B :
1t & El Fatah, the Palestinian Liberation AMovement, a more effective "
4 -

e e The mf.wwmm.m_..uo\wnmpnv_.pavoﬂwma_._cc..

an the fedayeen. !
settl ts from the Golan Heights which overlooked the frontier. >
popular because of his Jeadership of the

3 sIn Esvpt Colonel Nasser was immensely B
M : i . / it in Egypt with his socialist
and his atlempts to improve conditions in Egypt with his socid

<included limiting the size of farms to 100 acres gnd redistributing
S 10 puasants AMCmpLs were made to industnalize the country. d

_almost all under government contral,
o electricity, and water for

at the ::..pln.m_lﬁ.rla..wcnw
he project was

1 of effective help
nother attack on

gucrrilla force

policiesyTh

surplus
over 1000 new factories were buill
Aswan Dam project was vitally important, providin
an cxtra million acres of land. After carly delays
1956. work on the dam eventually got under way and t
| 1971. With all going well at home and the prospec

War in

completed it : |
from Iraq and Synia, Nagsepdec ded that the ime was ripe for a
ontier in Sinai and closed the Gulf of

Isracl He began to moye 1roo

s

O T

P

S st Ty
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. n?ﬁlumw%m:w.r_.”.s?_...«:m__ﬂ.m.w“m_..::a supported by the USA). Their =.:= was g
increase their influence in the Middle East at the expense of the Americans and
Israclis. They hinted that they would send help il war ¢ ime.

also massed troops along tl eir frontiers with Israel,

/\D: o Q:.E.ﬁhﬂﬂ.‘ Egvpt and Syria and kept up a flow of anti-Isracli

ck first rather than wait to be

¢s which destroyed most of ¢

3 S June). Isracli troops moved with

remarkable speed, capturing theLigg@Sinipand the whole glsSmpetstrom Egypt, the

n-and the West BanK {rom Jordan, and the Gaj; sights from
Syna~® Arabs had no choice but 10 aceept a UN pea ief] :.ﬂ@. and
it was all over in less than a week. Reasons for the P81 sraeifsuccess were:

/-\ the slow and ponderous Arab troop build-up which gave the Israelis plenty of

warning;
%" Isracli superionity in the air;
W inadequate Arab preparations and communications.

‘the Ey

(b) Results of the war

1 / For the Israclis it was a great success: this time they had igngie (535 Ta P

Jeturn the capluced jegritory; this acted as a series of buffcr Zones between Israel
and the Arab states, and méant that it would be much casier to defend Israel (sce
Map 11.3). However, it did bring a new problem — how to deal with mroé
extra Arabs who now found themsclves under [sraeli rule. Many of {fescwere
“ Iiving in the refugee camps set up in 1948 on the West Bank and in the Gazg
Jw\ It was a humiliation for the Arab siutes, and especially for Nasser, who now realized
that the Arabs needed outside help if they were ever to free Palestine. The
Russians had begn.a disa to Nasser-and had sent no help. To try to
improve their relations with Egypt and Syria, the"Russians began to_supply them
i ern weapons. Sooner or later the Arabs would try again to destroy Israel

and liberate Palestine. The next attempt came in 1 Kippur War.
E | e PN
hY
7 i P

115 The Yom Kippur \War of 1973

A DDty Fysae Bl gl op o A

(a) Events leading up to the war

Severafhings combined to cause the renewed conflict: -

ressurewas brought fo bear on the Arab states by the Palestin gn
Orpanization ( ) under its leader Yasser Arafat, for some’ urther action. When
very inttic"hzppened, a more extreme group'within the PLO, called thezRopular
Front for th ¢aofist-attacks to
draw world atlention to the grave injustice being done to the Arabs of Palestine.
They hijaskedgidiners and flew three of them to Amman, the capital of Jordan,
where they were blown up (1970). This was embarassing for Kin i
Jordan. who now favoured a negotiated peace, and in Se -
2lLPLO members based in Jordan. However, terrorist attacks continued, reaching
a horrifying climax when some members of the Israeli team were murdered at the
1972 Munich Olympics. P

LEBANON
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West Bank

1

o
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|
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[
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SAUDI ARABIA ﬁ
. ﬂ_

M%\ Territory conquered \
\k by the Israelis . \\\\ _
P — .-I..r|hn¢| s I

: - Map 11.3  The situaion after the 1967 war
o

/W\\ AnggrSadag the President of Egypt since Nasser’s death in 1970, was becoming

(
L
5

increasingly convinced of the need_for a negondted. gace sgrilement w :}_h.ﬂw_m
before PLO terrorism turned worlddpinion against them. H.mn was preparec ! ﬁ
work cither with the USA or the USSR, but he hoped to win American ﬁ,:_%aﬂ or
the Arabs, so that the Americans would persuade the Israelis to agree o a peace
settlement. However, the Americans refused to get involved. _ p

J ; ; , 3 . DRI
Sadat, together with Svria,_decided 1o altack Isr la ,n.ﬁ..amhﬁ.ﬁw.t:r. pould. _
diaiors. The Egyptians were feeling more conndzn
had been trained

e 5

orce the Americans 10 ackdas me _
because they now had modern Russian weapons and their army
by Russian experts.

3 The war began on 6_October 1973

e IO = : ali.
e e e S O ..m..:.._c feast of Yom Kippur, 2 Jewish reli

‘ovoti i : ; arly o
gyptian and Svria attacked ear| - e oy
mw s festival, hoping to catch the Israelis off guard. After some early Arab successc

- ——
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G the Peic:uine refugee camps. taned from the 2ge of 7, these boys

715 WOuiS Le ready for frontdine serace oy tne age of 15

Hlus. 11.3  The cruc soigers
and g

the Israelis, using mainly American weapons, were able to turn the tables. They suc-
ceeded in hanging on to m:.w.wm..“\ma;_oa Jhey had capttedrin1967.and even crossed the
Suez Canalinto Frypt. InGne sense Sadat's plan had been successful = buth the USA
and the US! L caided it was lims ladntervene to iry Lo bring about a peace setilemeal.
Acting with UN co-operation, they organized a ccasclire which both sides accepred.

FTENL

(c) The ourcome of the war

The end of the war broueht a
Egyptian and Israeli leaders ca

—

glimmer of hope for same sort of permanent peace.
me together (though not in the same room) in Genevi.

T B T ——— e it

i i g the.Suez Canal (which had been
reed to move their troops bagk from,the Gan tis : 1
i Wam_n_m__u_m..,__...__.,_.nn 1967 s.ma-m_._um__nm the mmm.n_:mum 1o clear E._m.wuc_.. the canal in .._H.ﬁu
close e e
t 1o Israeli ships). . il e
?_w_ﬂh.w important development during the war was that the .}ﬂc b uw”.“wfw»mm_mw
..d to bring pressure to bear on the USA and on Western L:Eﬂ”.,n._d ﬂ.u e
trie frien dly to Israel, by reducing oil supplies. This caused wn:ocﬁc_ s :,zﬂ.ﬁ m;.n.: msﬂ
:..”mw in Europe. At the same time producers, well aware that o“ ﬂ:s ,ﬂ._w wete o
. | i i ;ay of preserving resources. ind,
imited, looked on their action as a way o ; ¢ -
%mmﬁ\mm:nnz.cu of Petroleum Exporiing Countries (OPEC) dan.m_._ _cmnﬂzﬁ.sm_.ﬁmoﬂ_w%w
substantia ly. This contributed to infiation and caused an energy Crisis :
industrial 1ations.

13.6 Camp David and the Egyptian-Israeli
— peace, 1978-9

(a) Why did the two sides begin to ralk to each other?

1 _ President Sadat had become convinced that Israe! could noi be.desiz :
v and that 1f5as foolish to keep on wasting Egypt's resources in fruitless wars. Butit
took great courage 1o be the first Arab leader to meet the Israclis _E.h 1o face.
Even to talk with Israeli leaders meant conceding that Egypt recognized the lawful
existence of the state of Israel. He knew that the PLO and the more aggressive
Arab states, Iraq and Syria, would bitterly resent any approach. In spite of all the
dangers, Sadat offered to go to Israel and talk to the Knesset (the Israeli

parliament). ,
2 The Israelis were suffering economic problems, partly because of their enormous
defence nnumnm_amnu.vmzm.vp::. because of a world recession. TheJiS#rwas
pressing them to settle their differences with at least some of the Arabs. They

accepted Sadat’s offer; he visited Israel in November 1977, and Mepdhem. Begin,

the Israeli Pfime Minister, visited Egypt the following month. ‘o2~ o
3 /President Ca e USA played a vital role in setting up formal negotiations

e twosides at Camp David (near Washington) which began in
September 1978, ST
T

(b) The Peace Treaty and its aftermath

With Carter acting as intermediary, the talks led to a peace treaty being signed:in
Washington (March 1979) (Illus. 11.4). The main points agreed were: G
/.I\B_...m..mmﬁ of war which had existed between Egy
tnded: o :
racl'promised to withdraw its tr
~“Egypt promised not 10 allack Isracl again and guaranteed to_supply.her with.o
from the recently opened wells in w.w_u._,.rn.‘: inai; e Al
/.\\F-mnz ships could use the mﬁ...w.hwz.ur

The treaty was condemned by the PL.O an:' most other Arab states (except Sudan and

Morocco) and therewa mn_nmlw gl q

f ; Ong way .o go before similar treatics could be signed
y Israel with Syria and lordan. {World Of inign_bggan to move against Israel and to
iccept that the PLO had a good case; but when the USA tried 1o bring the PLO and

i T

t

.m:& Israel since 1948 was now

e e
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Mus. 11.4 Egm e .h.nl.. s:gn 2 peace veany. (ef 10 nghe) Anwer Sadat [Soypr). Juremy Caner

Ay & .n Menachem Begin [iwasl] & o Whae House

Isrzel together I 2n intzrnational conference, the Israelis would not co-operate. I

co.ﬂn..vx 1650 mwnm.J znnounced :..m__

lsrael would Aever return Sn OOME._ Iu_m_iu 1o Svria, not even in exchange fora

peace treaty; and L= SR S s ST =
they would :hwgue«].rnrb ank to become part of an indepgndent

Pzleginian siate; that would be a _.ncnmh threzt to Israel’s existence.
At the same ime resgLLTEAl 2M0ng d__..2._ Bank Arabs mounted at the Israeli policy of
establisiing leggsh sc2dl ots v abs. Many observers feared fr esh

wiclence unless Begin's government maoEnn_ a more moderale mﬁuBNn_._

The peace 2iso scemed threatened for a time when President Sada! wag gssasss
nated by some extremist Muslim soldiers while he was watcning a mulitary nrﬂa =
(October uwﬁ: They believed that he_had betrayed the Arab and Muslim cause by
doing z deal with :.n Israelis. However, Sadal’s successor, argk, bravely

announced that he would continue 1h D_B D

For most of SnLu»..\k.E Atan-liracli feud was ovérshadowed by _:mp_n%

Tean
=

War (see on_o: 11.9) which occupied much of the Arab world’s attention. Bu! in 1537
there were massive demonstrations by Palestipians living in the refugee camps oL U

Gaz: Stnip and the West Bank=TH _..u..ﬂwaqam::m mmmuzﬁ Isracli repressive policies
and1he brutal behaviour of Israeli t in the camps and in_the occupied terntones-
An I xacli clampdown failed 10 quell the unrest, and the [sraelis’ tough methods carned

them C_/bmg worldwide condemnation.

7 1.7 vm.,wnm between Israei and the PLC
T~

tr_-bl\rtlﬁﬁch...\h .N
n..n m...\h nnhnhuuh._ wiLls
n.ht.m

gy | -
ERTY &3 Q.\-...lr. : = ; ;
- m 1ty that “HON.IW-.\ was difbcultl. Fowover, ootln

in order Lo acm

: = % 1oy =
_nr.” 195, .cﬂwnnw.nmn changes had tzken place.
; .u...nmu\
Ly
(s) T1e peace accord of .wnqnn.ﬂonw 1993

Tuis wis the first m2jor brezkthrough agreed that

7z

. rired the
=] formally gecOgniz )
f&.f \\,!.. Terze mdl.n to LL. and promised

AT - a1 rils inderis
s Palestinians were ﬂO.Un given limig Zd< le ind

=2 PLO

th_s! idee nmnoced the

Extremict :4._3 on boll =< n

_..uﬂv.."e
e ke & &

n.r..n_ on the West wn..w were
a12 leaders on both sides snowe
FJ. they LOCK 2n even MOrE mor

S S

raiy imAemsndent H.- lestimian sla1=.

LO. Howe

d determmation, 2nd IW0 ¥e&r

I‘ TETe © s
I.. ITeCil wilo o

B ———
ver, IS ImOC-

s = Ty

ovér 18,
-ro\.r: Palestinian prisoners held b
phases.

-..: wou

Most of the world

's leaders welcomed this brave attedpt 10 bnng pe

S . . 100%
(b) Self-rz Enknnh.mlh;_ estinigns Sepiember 1293)
.\?qnu_ mwwmw.n..,_ to withdraw its ropps from most of the W est nni_.rmnh-»j oIGn)
I\ e over Both L..J.H‘:._ Ao LO.

& stages over several vears. handing over boln & = e
This would end Israeli coplicl om the arezs which they nad held since 1967 (see Map
11.4). : . _—.. .
¢ Jhe areas would be ruled by a parliagment of .Uﬂnmcn"m'“...ﬁo.u..:"w:_ of 88 m .HM to

{ elected early in 1996 by 21l West Bankars and Arab residents of Jeruszlem ag

e ——— - —_— —

11d be released, in three

ac2 10 the troubled

cuilty

region. But once again exizg £

4.......1 =" - -

tpisigon botrasdss claimed that thzir leaders were

- §

AMrimicrer % mﬂl .n.-r »U rhin wns 14..lrl.lr...“ul.n.hrn ..J.,. an

of ‘shameful surrender’. Tragically Froug 2

nm_?. 4

Iraeli right-winger shortly after addressing a peace
“Became Prime Mlmister: the murder caused 2 reyuisKe
and the mmnnnannu was gradually put inio operation.|In _uvr:n

parliament. This was expected E hold office until 1999, when, 1t

nent peace agreement would have been reache d. _

bombings carried out by the
L

TS s s e

L e . ——

However, the situation changed rppidly during the mﬁﬂbr. =4 63 lives: th
militgat Palestinian rﬂocm‘hﬁwazﬂ

Jordap an official public visit to Isracl for the first tirgg, 1.0 tinian

TS ja.{The promised &le uU were
1zid; although the” extremists Emf_n ~Zopie to boycott them, there w 320 encourag-
tngly e - . . \ecame th ...n,
tngly large turnout of over 80 per_ccrl. As expected, Yassend t be _“. M T o
Palestin .cidantnd his supporters were 1n a large majonty in the newly ¢ie

was hoped, a perma-
- .\
£.1 9563 four. suic

B
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Map 11.4 Tne tveai—Palesinan Agreement 1995

Source: The Guardian, 235 September 1995
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-

 Brlitant Shiite Islam: ﬂdnvgmwn:na villages in northern Israel from south-
ery Lebanon. All this esabled the hard-line” Likud Teader, Binvamin, Netanvahuy, who

{an

cenounced Labour policy 25 'too soft’ towards the Palestinians, 1o win a narrow victory
in the election of Mav 1996-This dismaved much of the outside world and threw the
whole peace process iafa doubL .

[11.8 Conflict in the Lebanon e

Originally part of the Ottomzn (Turkish) Empire, Lebanon (see Map 11
French-mandate at the end of the Fisst World W
.. 1945 It soon became a prospero

AR e

.5) was made a

; ar and became fully independent.in

) 4s sta'e, making money from banking and from servin

”,m an "Hwonm:_ outlet for the exports of Syria, Jordan and Iraq. However, in 14 .h?m
ar broke out, and although all-out vrar ended in 1976, chaos and disorder continued

right through the 1980s as differert factions struggled 10 gain influence.,

- -

——
e,

[ b s A2 4 I Aaiis IR r-raa) =
- ettt b

it b -4l — TR Ly »

e

Kiryat~

m_._::uﬁ

40 miles

[ em————

Map 11.5 The Lebanon

Source: The Guardian, May 1996

E What caused civil war to break out in 19757
1 Religious differences

The potential for trouble was there from the beginning, since the country was a bewil-

dering mixture of different religious groups, some Muglin, some_Christian, which had

developed independently, separated fram.each other-by mountaia ranges. i
There were four main ﬁ.:ﬁ._.u:,a.: groups:

L S T B S L)
* Marenites (the wealthiest and most conservative);
* Greck Orthodox;
* Roman Catholic;

% Armenians.

. R A T
P St Tk

- - s e
Y. _Shia - the largest group, mainly poor working class;

mr Sunni - a smaller group, but wealthier and with more political influence than the
ia;

¥ Druzesr asmall group living in the centre of the country, mainly peasants.
. — -

There were three Muslim 8roups:

- .

There was a long history of hatred between Maronites .and Druzes, but this seemed to

e )

v.n.rnvﬁ in check by the carefully framed constitution which tried 1o give {air represen-
M:on to all groups. The President was always a Maronite, the Prime Minisier a Sunni,
e Speaker (chairman of parhlament) a Shia, and the army chief of staff a Druze. Of

oo

the 44 seats in parl
Orthodox 5, Druze 3, Roman Catholics 3 and Armenians 2.

R A - ————— e g

iament, the Maronites were allowed 13. Sunni G Shia %, Greek

Scanned with CamScanner



2 The presence of Palestinian refugees from Israel

e
This complicated the situation even more. By 1975 there were at least hal i r,bz
them living in squalid camps away from *Main centres of *popuka mmﬂﬂr.;n
Palestinians were not popular in Lebanon because they were continually involved j,

frontier incidents with Israel, provoking thg, Isfaelis to 1it back at the Pale itinians j,

—_—

southern Lebanon. In particular the Palestinians, being 12{t-wing and Muslin,, alarmeq
noﬁ\mJQm.ﬂ«_.wﬁiw_m%«»nmmﬂm.n).m.._ﬁummaznm who looked on the Palestinians as a Jangetdg
destabilising influence. By *{ Lebanon, and th
meant that Syria, the c _interfering i

Tl

3 A dispute between Muslims and Christians over fishing rights (1975)

This upset the delicate balance. It began as an apparently minor incident, but it esca.

_En..u Eunu some Pale aNs.si ~with _the Muslims, and a group of right-wing
Christians.known_as,the Phalange began to attack Palestinians. Soon a full-scale civil

war developed: the Maronites saw it"as a chance to expel the Palestinians who had
formed an alliance with the Druze (long-term enemies of the Maronites).

It is probably impossible to discover with complete certainty which side was responsi-
ble for the escalation of the war. Both sides claimed that the origipal.fishing:dispute

Ve

could have been settled easily, and each blamed the other for escalating the violence.
Either way, the PLO were certainly involved: the Phalangists claimed that, PLO.guerril-

e 1t

las firgd Qn a.church where some party leaders were BtiEnding Mass; the PLO,claiméd

that the Phalangists started it by attacking a bus carrying Palestinian s (see question 3t

the end of the chapter).
For a time it looked as though the Druze would win, but this alarmed Israel, which

threa ns did not want this to happen, and so ip 1976
Presrde -the.Lebanan to keep the. PLO undey some

“was a setback for the Druze and the PLO. Ii
was the Syrfans who now controlled Lebanon; Yasser Arafat, the PLO leader, had to

agree to withdraw his troops Irom [he area around Beirut (the capital of Lebanon).

(b) Chaos continued

It was over ten years before something approaching peace was restored in Lebanon, a5
different conflicts raged in different places.

1 Inthe south, bordering on Israel, fighting soon broke out benween Palestinians and
Christians; the Israelis seized this o,lmmﬁcnmﬂﬁb\mhnﬁhponm‘a%
Christians. A small semi-independent Christian state of Free Lebanon was.. .
declared under Major Haddad! The Israclis supported this because it acted asa
buffer zone to protect them from further Palestirian attacks. Tke Palestinians and
Muslims counter-attacked, and although by_1982 there were 7000 UNIFIL (United
Nations Interim Force in the Lebanon) troops in the area, it was a constant
struggle to keep the peace. -

2 In 1940 there was a short struggle between supporters of the two main Maronite
grours (the Gemayel and Chamoun families) which was won by the Gemayels.

3 aﬁmm_ 2 in reprisal for a Palestinian attack on Israel, Israeli troops i :

1on
and p wnetrated as far as Beirut. For a time the Gemayels, supported by the Israelis,
were n control of Beirut. During this period the Palestinians were expelled from
Beirut. and from then on the PLO was divided. The hard-liners wert 1o Trag and

the rest dispersed into different Arat countries where they were, on the whole, not
welcome. The Israelis withdrew and & multi-pat: ajce (made up of troops
«  from the USAFrance, Ttaly and Britain) took their place to maintain the peace.
. However, a spate of attacks and suicide bombings forced them t) withdraw.
4 " In 1984 an alliance of Shia militia (known as Amal) and Druze n ilitia backed by
+ Syria, drove President Gemavel out of Beirut. Then the Shia and Druze themselves
. came 10 blows in a struggle Tor control of West Beirut. Yasser A rafat used the
gener: 1 confusion to rearm his Palestinians in the refugee camps

i

- ' ]

&\_E end of 1986 the situation was extremely complex

o Shiite Amal militia, backed by Syria, alarmed at the renewed strength of the PLO
which seeried likely to set up a state within a state, were besieging the refugee camps,
hoping to « tarve them into surrender. -

o Al the same time an alliance of Druze, Sunni and communists was trying to drive
Amal out of West Beirut. Another more extreme Shia group known asizle 1ah ¢
(Pauyzof Ciod), which was backed by Iran, was also involved in the struggle.

¢ “Early in 1987 fierce fighting agdif €rupted between Shia and Druze militia for
control of West Beirut. Several Eurgpean and American hostages were seized,
including Terry Waile, the Archbishop of Canterbuny’s special envoy, who had gone to
West Beirut to try to negotiate the release of some earher hostages.

-e With the country seeming to be in a state of total disintegration, Pyesident Assad of

Syria, responding to a request from the Lebanese government, againsent histraops

,and tanks into West Beirut :unwmmm? 1987). Within a week calm had been restored.

&

(¢) Peace at last

Although assassinations of teading figures continued. the situation gradually stabilised.

+ In Septenbers[994 important changes were introduced in the country's«wconstfigion, giv-

e T T R T

ing*thié Xhuslims fairer representation. The membership of the National Assembly was
increased to 108, equally divided between Christians and Muslims. The government,
with Syrian help, gradually restored its authority over more and more of the country
and managed to get most of the militia armies disbanded. The government also suc-
ceeded in getting all the Western hostages released, the last of them in June 1992, All
this was very much because of the Syrian presence: in May 1991 the'two states siened a

»od and co-ordination’. However, this was strongly criticized by the

. o oy o T s e
marked the ‘virtuglapnexation®of Lebanon Hv.

- Syriaar=. >

[y

A Codr (950
m._ \o\ The Iran-Iraq War 1 280-8 < ;
T
/ﬂﬂw:a&n East and the Arab world were thrown into fresh confusion in September
1980 when _n:. i troops invaded Irap. g - v

————

/€\b.ac.m motives

President Saddam Husscin of Iraq had several motives for launching the attack.

—

o Jie was afraid of militant Islam spreading across the border into Iraq from Iran. lran
had become an Islamic republic in 1979 under the leadership of the \/.,_h“::_lh_.a!

e
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Khomeintand his fundamentalist Shiite Muslim supporters, .“._:..w_.za__na.?_ that the
Tountry <hould be run according tG the Islamic religion, with g stpct Eo_...h__,noam
enforced by severe punishments. According to Khomeini, 'in 1sTam The legislative
‘power to establish laws belongs 1o God }_E_n_.__c.m,:_n population of Irag was mainly
sunnm Mushm, but there was a large Shia mingrity. Saddam, whose government was .
non-rehigrous, w s afraid that the Shias might rise up against him, and hg had some of
- their leaders executed early in 1980.|The Iramans retaliated by launching raids across

the frontier i

; fv\ﬂ?ﬁrﬁ clumed that the Irquicn border province o Nhuzestanlshould rightfidly
belong 1o therm. " "his was an area peopled lacgely-hy Arabs, and Saddam hoped that
they would rally to support Iraq (most Tranians were Persians, not Arabs).

There was a tong-standing dispute over the Sharr- is was an
important outlet for the oil exports of both countries, and it formed part of she frontier
between the two states. The Shatt-el-Arab had once been com letely under Jraqi
control, but five years earlier the Iranian government had forced Iraq to share contro]
of u with Iran. .J

/-_\Mha&&: thought that the Iranian forces would be weak and demoralized S0 soon

&rter the fundamentalist takeover. so he expected a quick S.mSJ..

It soon became clear that he had miscalculated badly

(b) The war drags on

The _E:mu:m quickly organized themselves to deal with the invasion, which began with
the Iraqi seizure of the disputed waterway:. The Iranians replied :.::EL.EHES
attacks against heavily fortified Iraqu Uom_:o:w,ﬁO: paper Iraq seemed much the

..I.III
elicopter gunships and missiles, and

stronger. being well supplied with Soviet tanks,
some w. : nd L.wEPnc:m as well. AHowever, the Iranian revolutionary
n_.:au.,sm.ﬁ:na by their religion, an ready to become martyrs, fought with fanatical
determination; eventually they too began to £et modern equipment (anti-aircraft and

ey
th Korea @Eﬁugpﬁﬁ..cmk.? the

T

Anti-tank missiles) from China an
war dragged on, Irag concentraie on strangling Iranian oil exports, which paid for
their arms mcu_u:nﬂ.w_nu: meanwhile captured Iraqi territory, and early in 1987 their
_EME were only ten miles'from Basra, Iraq’s second most important city, which had to
be évacuated. By this time the territorial dispute had been lost in the deeper racial and’

H:mmo_.._m .Bnmh.ﬂ..x:ou._nm:msmams.oﬂd:ncnﬂ to stop fighting until his Shia Muslim fun-
dameantalists had destroved the ‘godless’ Saddam regime. .

A" The war had important international repercussions.

) \m\ M..}m rdv:%\.&« entire Arab world was threatened: the more onservative states —
o hu__- s : ' * - 7 h
2 Jor : ort to. Iraq;put Syria. Libya,

Alle : iti i ‘waratat
G it : oL cal of Iraq for starti g the war at a {ime
when Mv a_._.,..qﬁ.._. all Arab states shoyld 1ave been concentrating on the destruction
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(\nmmonn he had accepted the peace terms at the end of the Iran

1
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-lraq War, Saddam

. i 1 ickly pied the
WHMM&: began his next act of aggression. His forces invaded and quickly ocgupice
ighbourir wust 1990). .
small neighbouring state of Kuwait (August ) 5.
- ® ~BAAD
T rr/tf\...) J
(a) Saddam Hussein’s motives :

s real motive was probably to get his hands on .:.E wealth of Ic,,._.w..._:fm_“n,.u H.L,mf
riously short of cash after the :u:mw war with Ju:. Kuwait, though small, had valuable
il-w hi would now be able to control. ) :
s sn__n_&ﬁmﬂﬂ.m": Mﬁcs.p: was historically part of Irag, though in fact Ruwait :g@
(sted as a separate territory — a @M‘wwm: rotectorate — since 1899, whereas Irag had
not been created until after the First World War.
not expecl any action from the outside warld now that his troops were
firmly entrenched in Kuwait, and he had the strongest army in the region. He _r:m.ﬁ:
Europe and the USA were reasonably amenable to him since they had supplicd him
with arms during his war with Iran. Nor had anybody interfered when he brutais
¢re demanding an independent state) in the north of 11 1q.

(b) The world unites against Saddam Hussein

Once again, as in the case of Iran, Saddam had miscalculated. wﬂ\n,,.__c_&:i@.,:: of _;Jn
USA took lead in pressing for action to remove the Iragis from Kuwait The UN
place ¢ sanctions on Iraq, cutling off her oil exports, her main source of _:,.r,_.._.,“u_
Saddam was ordered to remove his troops bv 15 January 1991, alter wiich the UN

would use ‘all necessary means' to clear them out. Saddam hoped that this was all bluif
and talked of ‘the mother of all wars® if they tried to throw him out. But Bush

Margaret Thatcher had decided that Saddam's power must be oc:,r_;“%ﬁ,".::
-I[Illll..llll.l.l..l
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‘T[:JggAmLSuz::l;il ‘;heb('}” lha[. the industrial West needed. Fortuaately for Britain and th
= Arabia. Syria and Egypt were also nervous abcut what Saddam might di
next; so they supported the UN action. st do
. “.I’;':}i};lte ?f frantic le]OITl.aIlC efforts, Saddam Hussein felt that he could not lose face |
660 010 gdzlgg from I\uwa:r,' though he knew that an international force of over |
= t-ro ad been assembled in Saudi Arabia. More than thirty nations contributeg |
. ey e W,
Ops, armaments or cash; for example thil),s__’;(. Britain, France, Italv. Egypt, |

,?_?:IE.H]_EI ?gudl {‘*%.PM‘E(LL{.QO;J ? any and Japan donated cash. When the- |
R anuary eadlme'pasﬁsfd, operation Déser Storm was Taunchied against the Iragis.

T’he campaign, in o pans, was quickly successful. Fi came a series of bombing
attacks on Baghdad (the Iragi zapital), whose unfortunate citizens agaip-suffered heavy
casualties, and qg_ﬂil_it_wsuch as roads and bridges. 'R_}lp;{:ond phase, the
attack on the Iraqgi army itself, began on 24 February. H"r'rhﬂz_fo‘ur dm'rhc Iraqis had
been driven out of Kuwait and routed. Kuwait was liberated and Saddam Hussein |
accepted defeat. However, although Iraq lost many troops (some estimates put Iraqi
dead at 90 000 compared with |ess than 400 for the allies), Saddam was allowed to with- |
draw with much of his army intact. The retreating Iragis were at the mercy of the allies, |
but Bush called a ceasefire, afraid that if the slaughter continued, the allies would lose
the support of the other Arab nations.

(c) The aftermath of the war - Saddam Hussein survives

The war had> unfortunate consequences for many of the Iraqi people. It was widely
expected outside Iraq that after this humiliating defeat, Saddam Hussein would soon
be overthrown. There were uprisings of Kurds in the north and Shia Muslims_in_the
. e —— i ~ — e — —
south, and it seemed as though Iraq was breaking up. However, the allies had left

Saddam enough troops, tanks and aircraft to deal with the situation, and both rebel-
lions were ruthlessly crushed. At first nobody intervened: Russia, Syria and Tu:kev-had
i ies of their own and did not want the rebellion spreading over from

Kurdish minaritie
raq. Similarly a Shiite victory in southern Iraq would probably increase the pawer of
Iran in that region. and the USA did not want that. But eventually world opinion

rased at Saddam’s continued ruthless bombings of his people that the

b&came so t th

USA and Bntain, “M—bﬂwdws ‘no-fly zones’. and us;q their air

power to keep Saddam'’s aircraft out. And so Saddam Hussein remained in power.
ealing about the motives of the West and the

The war and its aftermath were very rev
rimarv concern was not with international jusijce 4n ] moral ques-_

great powers. Their p ; _ . '
tions of right and wiong, but with their own self-interest. Tl}e}' only took action against
ace because they felt he was threatening their oil supplies. Often

Saddam 1n the hrst p : | .
aded. no international action had

in the past when other small nations had been inv ' . ha
r was occupied by neighbouring Indonesia in

been taken. For example, when East Timo cc . ‘
ir interests were noi threatened. After

75, the rest of the world ignored it, because the :
the ust rank as one of the most brutal dic-

ulf War, Saddam, who on any assessment m _ .
was allowed to remain in power because thc West thought that

cping iraq united and the region stabic.

tators of the century,
his survival was the best way of ke
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