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HENRY IV (1589-1610)
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Hayes, a prominent historian writes about the condition of France
during the seventeenth century predominance of France, “Sorry, indeeq
was the plight of France which Henry IV set out to remedy. A century of
civil and foreign wars had produced most unfortunate consequences for
the French state and for the French people. The state was near]
bankrupt. Country districts lay largely uncultivated. Towns were bumeg
or abandoned. Roads were rough and neglected, and bridges in ruins
Many ofe the discharged soldiers turned highwaymen, pillagcé
farmhouses, and robbed travellers. Trade was at a standstill and the
artisans of the cities were out of work.”

But Heary IV being a worthy ruler and efficient commander of
soldiers handled the situation very intelligently and added to power and
prestige of France.

A. I. Grant writes,
France, though he is usually
which he bore before his succession to the
the gallant soldier who gave France peace after many Yy

foreign wars.”

_ Henry IV, the new king of the Bourbon dynasty was a brave soldier,
an intelligent politician and gentleman. He succeeded to the throne of
France after the death of Henry III. He belonged to the sect of
Huguenots, hence the followers of Catholic religion did not have regard
for him; therefore after his accession he had to face very many problems.

Early Difficulties of Henry IV

In 1589, Henry I'V of France es!
of France and declared himself the legitimate ruler
be had to face various problems like the opposition of the
Paris, terror of Spain and economic and financial crisis.

(1) Oppeosition of Cathelics. Henry IV remained the leader of the
Protestants and the Huguenots for a pretty long time, but
his accession there was majority of Catholics in France and they were not

1o tolerate any ruler whose religion was anti-Roman Catholic.

prepared 2
Hence the Catholics of France sought the help of Spain and put hurdles

in bis way.

“Henry is the most popular of all the kings of
known by the name of Henry of Navarre,
throne. He is remembered as
ears of civil and

tablished his control over some parts
of France. However,
Catholics and

at the time of

~ of France, and seco
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2) Opposition of Paris. Paris, the capit ;

" thﬂ( p)ower of RomanfCat.holics. The Czl:lh::)lliocg}?:-i€l 1[1}?2 gg:l[:e centre
pe riod h?d a mszl arnﬁr of their own. Moreover, the Emperor omeI?Orary
cent @ Ml hty and well-equipped army for the support of the Cat ail? g
s, The Duke of Parma was the commander of this army ; the?c;tF:rgf

% Y

Pari O ;
after having laid siege to Paris, Henry | i
even  Plishing his control over Paris, TV i lecling ot aftrouble

in esta

3) Terror of Spain. Philip IT who was the ruler of Spain during thi
periOd, was a staunch Roman Catholic. He could not ttflgz?ed;r lanLFttI:lal:
he throne of France be occupied by a Protestant ruler because Franc
was his very close neighbour. Owing to the policies of Philip II, Hear I\?
was afraid of an impending war between France and Spain. It distm}i;cd

him all the time.
(4) Deplorable Economic Condition of France, On account of the

p;olc'mgecl civil war, the economy of France had been crippled. Hence it
was a great problem before Henry IV as to how he was tcfJ gct rid of Civ;l
War and the tear of Spanish intervention, only then he could be able to
jmprove the economic condition of France. Constant wars were the
greatest impediment in the economic development of France.
.(_5) Decline of International Glory of Frarice. Taking the advantage
of Civil War in France the Catholic feudal lords strengthened their
position. They were staunch rivals of the Emperor of France.

_ France had lost its significance in economic and political spheres.
Besides, the glory of France was waning in the international sphere for

want of a powerful army.

Solution of the Problems

No doubt, Henry IV was a weak ruler but he faced all the problems
very boldly and tried to find out their solutions. :

Control over Paris and Conversion. Henry IV was facing great
difficulties in the establishment of his control over Paris and other cities
on account of the opposition of the Catholics and Spanish army. He,
therefore, decided to embrace Catholicreligionto quicten the opposition
of the Catholics. The Protestants also advised him that he could only do
good to the Protestants after conversion. The main cause of this was that
Henry IV was niether a staunch Catholic nor a Protestant. He wanted to
establish harmony between the two rival sects. So he joined the fold of
Catholicism in 1593 and his coronation ceremony was performed in 1594
according to the Catholic tradi;iuns. Alfterl 5%155,5 lﬁeﬁlﬁope _c:f R‘?;:e

i i ror of France 1n . Scheville writes, " For
recognised him as the Empe knowledge him as their king.

aited for the subjects toac
B Yoo i ot d he toc‘:k a step which it is not difficult to

When they did not do 50,
understand (i.e., he resumed Catholicism).
in and Peace. Henry IVh

War against S I
ish Spain as
adly, to give
d citizens.
e, hed

ad to do two main things-
omestic affairs

s in order o

When he felt that his position was QuIL®
in in 1595. He

eclared war against Spain 18

First, he was to pun

make them the contente
secure on the French thron
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st Spain which was

sent the united army of Catholics and Protestants agai® B vear
his ancient foe. 'ly'he war against Spain cOm uege{:;t:dhgut a); 1 as:
(1595-1598). In the beginning the French arnnqsw;eain eas involved in
France stood victorious because at the same time SP Compelled by the
war against Holland and d. At last being o ith Henry IV
circumstances, Philip II concluded a treaty of V"l‘;‘;i'ii B A the
Scheville writes, “Beset by three govemmnts,d nou'gcd Henry of hig
necessity of giving up his far-ranging schemes and 0o 1598) in which

willingness to treat. The result was the Peace of V¢ B s ic
Henry received formal recognition as king of France an: t1 gdrg ations
between the two countries were re-established on the terms s; down in
the Treaty of Cambrais.” Thus the interference of Spain in the internal
affairs of France came to an end and cordial relations Were established
betwen the two countries. B o ki of Nactes L.
Rdlgiousl'olicyofﬂenry and the | ol . First of all,
id hi ;on towards religion. He wanted to establish
e e B .Hiseon:rlgrlsion to Catholicism satisfied
most of the Catholics and this very reason annoyed a greal number of his
old Protestant friends. Most of his close and intimate friends who helped
i d thin and always remained ready to

d orted him through thick an
and supporte fives forﬁ safety and welfare were now not ready to

sacrifice their t
co-operate and support him at any cost. Henry IV, therefore,issued the
Edict of Nantes in 1898 in order to give some concessions to the

Protestants. According to the provisions of the Edict of Nantes some such
concessions were granted to the followers of Protestant religion in France
as were never emjoyed by them in any part of Europe. Scheville writes,
«In the matter of religious rights, the Edict of Nantes authorized Protes-
tant worship in two places in each bailiwick (administrative division) as
well as with certain restrictions, in the castles of Huguenot noblemen.”

Significance of the Edict of Nantes
The Edict of Nantes was not only significant
but also in the history of Europe because in
intolerance, for the first time the Protestants or Huguenots could get
ights. freedom and concessions on such a large scale in France. The
Protestants got the right to ip in about 200 places and 3500
fortresses, Besides, the Huguenots living within 21 kilometres of Paris and
in places were given the right of worship, equal to the Catholics
in schools, colleges and universities, They were also permitted to fortify
about hundred forts. Thetcher writes about it that this dcclaratio®
pacified the one civil war but it became the cause of the outbreak of
another civil war, However, this declaration added to the popularity of
il andolzeopk began to call him ‘Good king Henry’, Commenting
on the Edict of Nantes, Hayes meations that ‘the Edict of Nantes madc
Huguenots, Protestants and Roman Catholics cqual before the law.’
Scheville also mentions in this connection, “Not only were the Huguenots
thm“med‘t? hol_d_polmcal assemblies in which they might legislate for
of the tre hk&mmlpmd?"m_ OWe W arantee of the execution
! pﬂllﬂpm ace n number of fortified

TRl

in the history of France
the age of religious

~ hear of large districts that

e —
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was, . :
:-,?mccssi?)fns‘t}l::f]i_][ La Rochelle was the most important. By t}:e,%e
and yet outside the dtaper "o constituted as an armed minority within
In that age of fan i ax ]
aticism and narrow thinking through the Edict of
mﬁgﬂy IV gave all those rights to the people of France which they
ther count ever dreamt of, It was a declaration worth following by the
o e It ln; s of Europe and it proved to be a boon for the people of
Fra;lti - It led France to national unity, and because of it remarkable
social, economic and political progress could be possible in France. This
declaration ended civil war in France and led the country towards a
constructive era.

Criticism of the Edict of Nantes

1. First of all though the Edict of Nantes was very significant for
Henry 1V because it established peace in France, yet the Roman Catholics
could not digest it and they condemned it altogether.

2. Some of the Protestants were also not satisfied with this
declaration and they considered it a half-hearted and insufficient
declaration because only the Calvinists and Huguenots were recognized
by it and other Protestants were not mentioned in it.

3. Several Huguenot nobles misused it. They fortified their
fortresses and later on indulged in war against the Catholics.

4, It strengthened the powers of decentralization. Huguenot nobles
enhanced their power and established their unions for their own good.

5. The misuse of freedom by the Huguenots proved a dangerous
hurdle in the establishment of a powerful monarchy.

6. Actually, the Edict of Nantes had created an independent state
in the French nation. Later, Richelicu had to face this problem and by
suppressing the Huguenots severely, developed supreme and powerful
monarchy in France. However, Scheville remarks, “Nonetheless, the
tension between Catholics and Protestants continued unabated,
reminding us that in that age intolerance was an emotion as spontaneous
as the love of kin or the fear of fire.”

Constructive Activities of Henry IV
Henry IV was a man of action. After the declaration of the Edict of
' Nantes he devoted himself with zeal and enthusiasm to the task of utilizing
the peace to heal up the wounds of his country by making the following
- reforms :
¥ Organ {
~ alot due to prolonged ci
devastated by massacre an

ization of Administration and Reforms . France had to suffer
vil war and the country was almost destroyed and
d plunder. A. J. Grant has written about it, “We
had gone out of cultivation, of wolves invading
A the habits of the people had retrograded towards
barbarism. More difficult even than the defeat of the Spaniards was the
redemption of the country from its misery and its re-establishment as o0¢

of the most advanced and prosperous of European states.”

s and even towns,
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v in order to

Appointment of Sully and his Reforms. Henry
reorganise his administration appointed the Duke of Sully to the post of
President of the Financial department in 1606. He was the chief supporter 10. He org
of Henry IV. However, though both had the same objectives, they were collected huger ered the confiscation of th f th
poles apart in nature. Both intended to raise France to the heights of 11. He re amounts of wealth through uenF;_operty of those who had
progress anq development SO th-at her ancient glory be established again corn. As a remﬁjﬂvcd all the restrictions so f IF et
Scheville writes, “By putting friend of his Huguenot days, the Duke of markets and moy People began to sell 1},6;:’ d 'fnposed prbor i gie
Sully, in charge of the treasury, he had the satisfaction of seeing how b gold and silver ney poured into France bfnﬁnp N st Boropees
thg ugithnc; &f this c:ll' detgncd servant éhc royal debt was graduE]hy( 12. He Ul';gan' d ; e restricted the export of
reduced and the annu it converted into a surplus avail hich ised a powerful :
further debt reduc!ion." P able for ;'u:(;lsg(::d%ré]g &ﬁlgcddln lhee;sl:agﬁ?h;‘::dnﬁaafd:;]?)ﬁi Cgm;nef?lal g
A. ]. Grant also writes about the efficiency of Sully, “Sully was . A prominent ;:; evelopment of sea trade. e b
man of great honesty, great force of character and patient attention i Sully, “The Combinedsgf?mn A. J. Grant writes about these ref f
Aetail. He man_nged {o bring some order into the inscrutable tangle of e the exhausted treasu oA of Henry IV and Sully did much to s e
finances. He did utmost to encourage agriculture, the building of madc prosperity o« France 1y, to teduce e gamonel debt ard to rcvri)vgn;
?nt‘r’ ;‘“'ﬁ “gm the Sguunon of new methods. The silkworm wa: Evaluating the S etorms of H -
:;ms’ uced by him into France and the silk industry became an important that in short, Henry IV was aihr&'p’? E{i?insi Slgly' okemaphas sxittn
; _ an administrator. France needed 1hcl:;erﬁian flg e Luke of Sufly was
Sully attained a lot of popularity due to his following reforms : Heci-'li'y dl\t’hsoughl out a final solution of the :c?igio?,lsboi,fh e m;th‘md’
1, Sully removed all the corruption rampant in revenue d and led the country on the path of politi roblem of France
: 2 e i e political progre ;
by his extra ordinary ability, Sificiency and sternness an 3 incré)air;anfﬁf gn Sseh?)tll':er hanc(li, S_u]ly developed the econo&jc%'rcsscfu?'zgsi?;;]‘g pment;
collection of revenue. Before him the collection of the revenuc was - bg remem‘gSty i::lnf vigilance. Because of theis reforms bl Ofthcmeapﬁg
difficult task as the country Was involved in civil i P ered forever as the founders of the nati e
war and foreign wars. Establishment of P onal glory of France.
2. He dismissed a_IIthe inefficient and corrupt officers from various In Franc oL L i Bourbon.Monarchy
ff,‘*"m“ and appointed honest, efficient an industrious persons in but the foreig: Wa?'ls";n)c(iI anii Francis I established powerful monar chy
ir places. It purified the administration and helped in its smooth due course of time. Thcpfgg:lg?grg?ﬂ Ev ?I weaks:-l;d the moasEChy I
runming. monarchy should be strength of France did not wish that the
3. He established peace, order and justice in the adminisiration. -"ﬂm]1 “:f'!t on creating afﬁf 21‘11;‘}113iffillllsceﬂ-()Eftllll:;rlﬁ[gizli?w“ e
£ 4. In order to enhance the business of corn, he removed all the taxcs ﬁgg:rih; fttlil;;:efc i et incessant troubles in th??;’zl;ﬁ
om corn and for the development of agriculture he dug canals and made t ore, it was essential for the establishment of fu
the barren land cultiva monarchy that the feudal lords sh a powerful
| ble. BOat ) e in France, The peo guld boerttid snd peass £ P
5. He made necessary reductions in the expenditure of the also extremely distresseci on acliouﬂf o{;f S ke anly fed up but
t. He money on essential commodities. His policy of core of their hearts that the ili orcign wars and wished from the
::dm tP;:Wd 0“' “As a result thereof the royal coffers began b,'{é)eace and order. With this ;?Jiainﬁfvhiﬁif \?cjn?;fg e 3 ? e
8 burden of foreign debts lesscned and co-operate with their kin : pared to support
o 3 g.
phlrame some high officers to look after and to nspect (¢ Ldip,m‘j;gyﬁyﬁﬁ‘;;‘} a?}'hi}iifﬁp?éﬁﬁfﬁs i enthusiasm and
l’_‘“m‘l. Gﬂm. o hich and lucrative " C e of the great nobles by g:vmgthem
and Zi,He started % system of providing assistance to the merchants ‘noble raised thclstazl:g:ri! gfe%ﬁ?ﬁtﬁhtig ti::;'ou;.sHowevc i g
Arbad traders Iﬁﬁm development of trade and industries-. other states. Henry IV crushed this revolt ruthlpc(s)sl a:ﬁc)!( gitﬂy)_and i!onl;e
Smﬁé : m. made for the training of the workers. 3]{9. He also punished some of the wicked nob]gs of sojrlfgl:::ag-a;c:
el on - new roads and bridges and renovated the old onc*: @ cho;c:ci: them to bcdobledlqnt. Some Huguenots were endeavouring t0
por and communication Were also improve d which o 0f s![;juacy and planning for a revoll. As soon as Henry IV came
R o nipped the o e . Thus he su against the Hugitl)
‘ 1 o1 e ? g Sp! ¢ bud. Thus he succeeded i blishi
Wmdﬁﬂcm countries SO that - monarchy in France by forcing the rcbclliou: uolglg:ltao algc:;ngl
' i his supremacy. ! Ii d:jd not summon the Estates General as there Was
majority of feudal lords in it and also kept his control over the Supreme
e —————————
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166 | Modem Eu:"’;‘“ (hcd a powerful and autocratic monarchy in France
o e F s conrage and diplomacy.
" v
Felles. # SRV restige of France was marred op
: Ford%e in_[e‘rnatlonglic co::j,na:gdl:;or algretty long time. qu;t after hig
account of civil Wwdecided to recover the lost prestige o ﬂ:anml:__ At
accession, Hequag Spain were holding a significant place in os pol ulxtms
this ime A d the rulrs of Hapsburg dynasty were reigning over these
of Europe and the rere € 13 o best to demolish the power of these tw,
WO COUDITIES. Hgnrybc use they were the only hurdles in the way of
b4 e Incarder to fulfil his wishes he established fflcndly
e ﬁf vaal:gus sn(:all and big countries of Europe and set them freg
;re;ﬁ:hn: influence of Austria and Spain. .
ivities of Henry IV also influenced otherwise the power ang
The actrvitics d Austria. The people of Netherlands raised a banne;
o, o a; Emperor of Spain. France endeavoured to mitigate
e aga;nsst X ebym;:-oﬁding help to the rebels of Netherlands. He
the power o 'iu\frkeypfot launching an invasion against the rnlers_ of
secretly hc}\ustria In order to enhance his foreign influence he married
Spel 0d f Tus named Marie de Medici in 1600 and established
pd e w?xatll:lly Savoy in 1601, He also concluded a treaty with
corvenmc' f:l%mm thus besides Milan he established his control over
ofm rthern Italy. He almost ended the influence of the Hapsburg
anst ggm. Later on, Richelieu followed this policy very wisely and
tactfully. Scheville commenting on the wise foreign policy of Henry Iv
writes, “When he had thus fortified France with a ring of political
outposts, he considered the time to be ripe once more to summon the
House of Hapsburg to the field.”
of v ,
e Henry IV m blessed with a son and successor for quite a long
time and the issue of succession went on becoming intricate day by day.
Hence he married a princess of Tuscany and a son was born to her, who

later on succeeded to the throne of France by the name of Louis XIII
~ During the reign of

IV the place of the ruler of a small state

in Germany fell vacant ict broke out between the Catholics and
& : @mm c;gﬁenof succession. Henry IV intervened in this
issue and. d the Protestants. It annoyed the Roman Catholics and

ic, assassinated Henry IV on 14 May 1610. It
ﬁMmm?gds in were benefitted
Louis XIII succel to the throne of
of his mother Marie de Medici. She
her hands and France continued to be
| years, hence the matter of establish-
mﬂed in abeyance.
{F %5 .
He was born and brought
was expected of him that

: - age of Louis XIV goes t
~ in France, there would
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considerj,

o 18 the sacial traditions of France, he would prove to be astaunch
C?illimh?' But the reality was altogether different and he continued to be
i hﬁra o throughout his reign. He carried out remarkable reforms
e p?huc;ﬂ,. social, economic and religious spheres and the people of
g e felt obliged him because of his reforms. In fact he was a liberal
ruler and an ideg) reformer. He sponsored various reforms for the good
of the people,

. When he succecded o the throne, chaos and confusion prevailed
in France due to prolonged civil war. Moreover, the royal treasury was
almost empty. Under sych circumstances it was very difficult to free
France of all problems by making it organized, powerful and prosperous
but Henry IV searched oyt ways of dgo'mg 50. He maintained harmony
between the Protestants and Catholics and found out constructive
solution, such as, the

! a Edict of Nantes which was a living example of his
ability and farsightedness,

Besides this, he made the wicked n
a powerful monarchy which was the need of the time as the people of
France were very much distressed by the prolonged civil war,

Henry IV also paid attention to the economic reforms. It was really
the fortune of France that he could enlist the services of such a capable
Minister as Sully who introduced significant reforms in the economic
structure of France. The selection of Sully to the post of Finance Minister
also signified his ability and capability in making selections of intelligent
and diligent officers.

Henry I'V was a great patriot and a high-class diplomat. When he
ascended the throne, there was supremacy of the Hapsburg dynasty of
Austria and Spain in the entire Europe but Henry IV did not get alarmed
at the adverse circumstances and established his influence in Italy by
marrying the princess of Italy, Marie de Medici of Tuscany. When he was
assassinated there was all-round progress and development in France and
the country had secured an honourable place in the political arena of
Europe. A J. Grant has also wirtten about it, “The age of national glory
was ushered in France due to Home and Foreign policy of Henry IV.”

Hayes also writes, “The credit of the beginning of the prosperous
0 Henry I'V. Had there been no reign of Henry IV
have been no prosperous age of Louis XIV in

obles obedient and established

France.”

Besides the above virtues, he had certain demerits in his character.
i€ was a man of obstinate nature and prepared to do anything for his
own selfish objectives. Even after he had embraced the Roman Catholic
religion his attachment and devotion towards Protestantism had not
sened. Actually, it was not his weakness but his religious toleration and
ge-heartedness. He was very much attached to women. Had he not
n assassinated too early, he would have made France a very important
try in Europe. He effected certain revolutionary changes in the
oreign policy of France and gave birth to a glorious age in France. His
nerits paled into insignificance before his merits and he came to be

i as a popular and important ruler of France.
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LOUIS XIII (1610-1643)

his son Louis X111
uu,-{lﬁmdhihﬂ hr: 14th May l:io,:;‘ a minor, hence his
succeeded him, At the time of b;‘wndw.thegﬁursof(hc
mmammmmmwnon of Henry
ire on her own accord. mﬂﬂ“’. atened for a time to nullify the effects
IV by a religious maniac in passed to his widow, Marie de Medici,
“NM”% woman, who dismissed Sully and
an ambitious W for her nine-year-old son, Louis XIII. The
undertook to act as regent W UC B < avourities and was hated by
Ma.lmwmmwwmwm.ﬂ%cs.
XS, ¥ determined to maintain their

(‘.‘nﬂ and Huguenot alike, who were
: qu—adm'

de Medici "
Italian Princess. She was a staunch Catholic

: Henry were uncordial, as he was
“ the M and the Bourbon

r in France as
their staunch enemy. The
s of the of her country
h Anne of Austria, the daughter

in. Besides this, she marricd
nce of Spain who ascended
of his father Philip gll A
General was summoned (0
d at due to difference
General. As the people
idered her to be their

»nded at the queen
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varie de Medici was unhappy with the finance minister, the Duke
, she was suspicious of the increasing power of the
ter, hence she found out a pretext and removed him from the post.
The queen mother Marie de Medici belonged 1o a small state of
uscany), so she began to appoint persons of Italian origin on
an which made the people annoyed. She always provided
posts (o a man of Tuscany and gradually made him the Marshall of
i L M my.
- By now the feudals who were under control due to the stern policy
e IV, were instigated by Concini and the stepbrother of the
zsmperor was elected leader of the nobles and began to raise the banners
' revolt one after the other. Hence Louis X111 took over the reins of the
¢ himself in 1617 and appointed Cardinal Richelicu to the post of
e Minister in 1624. Louis XIII also dismissed all the corrupt and
sirable persons from different posts who were appointed by Marie
edici during her regency. Scheville has thus described the character
personality of Marie de Medici, “The new ruler of France was a large,
e-featured woman without distinction of either character or
gence and therefore wholly incapable of consistently asserting her
. In consequence, in spite of her formal supremacy, the crown
came the football of favourites and interested groups.” Hayes also
rites, “It was Richelicu and his capacity, that came to the aid of France
s a God-sent remedy for the national calamity.”
Cardinal Richelieu and His Achievements
Scheville throwing light on the significance of Cardinal Richelicu
ntions, “If France was saved from this confusion, it was due, and solely
to on¢ man, Armand Jean Du Plessis, known to fame as Cardinal
helieu.”
~ Early Career of Cardinal Richelieu. Louis XIIT was not an efficient
r. He was interested in hunting instead of administration of the
ire. Fortunately, Louis XIII got the services of Cardinal Richelieu,
compensated for all the shortcomings of his master. Hence it is
tly said by a prominent scholar, “From 1624 to 1642 it was Richelieu
remained the most conspicuous and notable figure in the history of
”»

Urop

Cardinal Richelieu was born in a wealthy family of Paris in A. D.
. As a child he was destined for the Church as he had great leaning
ards religion. He was, therefore, made Bishop of Lucan after
pleting his education by reason of his noble birth and favour of the
ing. In 1614, he was elected the representative of the priests in the
states General and participated in the meetings of the Estates General.
queen mother Marie de Medici was very much influenced by his
~ oratory, conduct, personality and extraordinary ability and she appointed

~ him a member of the Royal Council in the French Court. After this he was

- promoted to be the Cardinal of the Roman Church. Gradually, he tried
~ to become a favourite of the Emperor Louis XIII and attair=d some
| success in his aim. Seeing his extraordinary qualities of head and heart

&
z
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of France in A, D. 1624. Scheville wriie,
ame the king's chiel minister, |,
t raised him above attack o,

he was appointed Prime Minister ¢
“Thus, ii"happcned that when he bec
united in his person a sum of d:gnillcn lhn"
long as he enjoyed his sovereign’s support. . . .

He worked on this prize post till 1642. During this period jy,

i igni t personality of France as well as Eurgp,
continued to be a significant pe y g8 a1l 1€ iy wn, II:]r

Lodge writes about him, “He got victory a
tl:igbl:;l. :r:f amongst the greatest diplomats of Eg_:ro e, who had takey,
birth in France.” Scheville writes about him, “While Richelicu lived, .

retained in spite of innumerable intrigues and conspiracies the power iy,
his hands and was the real ruler of France.”
Richelieu had two aims before him as Prime Minister of Franc,
First, he wanted to establish a powerful and absolute monarchy ang
endeavoured to concentrate all the powers in the hands of the Emperq,
so that the power and prestige of the Emperor would be enhanced, 1,
also desired to suppress the rebellious nobles and Protestant Huguenoys
and outside France he endeavoured to crush the Austro-Spanish powe,,
so that France miqht come out to be a powerful country ir Europe,
Scheville also mentions, “In the first place, he would accept the Edict of
Nantes so far as its main Brovisions.....l{is second aim was to clip stil|
further the wings of the turbulent nobility, and the third, to overthrow for
the greater glory of France the power of the Hapsburgs.”

After his appointment to the post of Prime Minister of France, he
took an oath before Louis XIII, the Emperor of France :

“I promise that I would use all of my rights and powers in destroying
Huguenots, in crushing the powerful and proud feudal lords and in
m:gl‘fg the entire rivals obedient and dutiful and making the name of the
Emperor of France popularly known in foreign lands.”

Thetcher also writes about the aims of Richelieu, “Richelicu
desired to establish the king’s absolute monarchy within France and he
desired at the same time to make France as a supreme power in Europe.”

Richelieu continued to act according to the words of his oath for
the ensuing 18 years. Various intrigues and conspiracies were hatched
t him in the French Court during this period and he had to face
culties from the queen mother, Marie de Medici too, but he
continued to work with great devotion for the good of France. He was
once banished from the country by the at}sueen mother because she was
against his working system. Louis XIII also did not relish him from the
core of his heart but they were all small before his gigantic personality.
In the long run it was proved that this grand minister performed deeds
for the benefit and progress of France. Actual}y, the reign of Louis X111
was not his reign but the empire of the deeds of Richelieu in internal and
E)I;tncmalty_ s%'heres I:?fu Efsancz.d:l'e nglt only strengthened the Bourbon
asty in France 0 added to the of Fran ing hi e

F Pring Mty e glory ce during his tenur
. Home Policy of Richelieu. In order to prove his utility Richelieu
directed his attention to the Home and Foreign policy ochthe. Heknew
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it very well '“Ill' he would not be able to establi ;
foreign. policy l_mlcu and untll by Lo s|rtcl|::::hr:-,:|(c:1|r|l?:.::l succensful
domestic front. So first of all he took (he following steps i dmc on the
the people of France, @ 4ieps In order to satisfy
Religious Policy of Richeliew, I is sajd about Richeli
a Cn‘llmlic in France but acted as a Protestant ul=:‘:::;:hﬁlclc:s:r a:rf::i: m;
nlifmu; education and became a Bishop in the beginning of his rarcf::
In due course of time he was promoted to the post of ('anfinnl which was
his wonderful achicvement. Besides being a religious person and
follower of the Roman Catholic faith, he was a competent politician an:;
diplomat. No doubt, he was born in an age of fanaticism, but he was not
fanatic and narrow-minded. After becoming the Prime Minister of
France, first of all, he paid his attention to the Huguenots who were
creating chaos and confusion in France but he did not suppress the
Hu%uc.nots because of any religious partiality. The scholars opine that
Richelieu was first a statesman and litician, and then a Roman
Catholic. He wished from the core of his heart that the Huguenots should
follow the commands of the Emperor in toto. He did never think about
the curtailment of their religious rights but he wanted to make them
obedient by all means.

The Protestants of France had formed a powerful party which was
completely against the progress of the nation. Taking advantage of the
declaration of the Edict of Nantes, they had fortified themselves and
maintained powerful troops. Thus, in other words, they succeeded in
establishing a state within the state in France. Richelicu was not against
their religious freedom but he wanted to curtail their political and military
right by all means because they often disobeyed the Emperor. As they
had their separate judiciary, army and forts, they incessantly conspired
against the Emperor and in A. D. 1625 they raised a standard of revolt
against the monarchy, hence Richelieu decided to cruch them
mercilessly. However, Richelieu proceeded cautiously and talked with
them as long as negotiations were possible, but when he felt that the
Huguenots were not mending their manners, he invaded La Rochelle,
The Huguenots of Rochelle faced the royal army with all their power and
bravery and also got the support and co-operation of England but
ultimately having realized their weakness they had to surrender in 1628.
Scheville also writes, “A long sicge followed, wherein the endurance of
the beleaguered citizen proved no match for the skill of the tireless
cardinal, who conducted the operations in person. In vain did the English
fleet sent by king Charles I at the solicitation of the Huguenots, try to
relieve the town. In 1628, La Rochelle, having lost 16,000 inhabitants
through hunger and pestilence, surrendered at discretion.”

Next year the remaining Protestant forces also gave up their opposi-
tion and Richelieu became the master of the situation. After this
Richelieu showed his remarkable moderation. Had there been some
other person in place of Richelieu he would have forced the defeated
Huguenots to accept the religion of the majority, i.e., the Protestantism
or might have put them to sword or banished them from the country but
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3 above means; rather he confirp,,
mlwndid md’:'?m mhd their political and m'llila‘::,
their religious an: he succeeded in crushing a state within the st
fortifications. Thus | ' ing to the Huguenots the civil 4,
f . Nllll“:be hef?" ictl:']ecslsly cancelleg
; hold a number of fortified towns, Th
;ﬂ" o h:;g:h imperio (a state within the statc) bu]l
o m’ 7ens subject to the laws of their country.
of the Nobility. The nobility of France was cnjoyin,
since many centuries, and they were working on higly
cial Governors were als,
had their own army ang
orders of the Emperor of
: only that emperor whom they
: enough but neglected the weaker one. Some of (he
_ had formed their own governments. Therefore Cardina)
icu decided to take a stern view of their impertinence which was
hed by against the life of the Prime
, Marie de Medici,
lessly. In 1626 Richelic.,
the nobles to demolish their
and afeuona.l conflicts,
mm &,Emperor and
4 ¢ was awarded
' part in a duel. Scheville writes, “They
private warfare by their duelling habits
duels and castles, declaring by Edict that
- hmﬂdudll?ﬁspunishcd
ce of Cardinal Richelieu the fortificd

:
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nces and the districts, and depri inci

pes c')f looking after these r;;;:ggsligfli!l);;‘fmml it
> appointments of the Intendanis were made by Richelieu

Scheville writes, “He selected the Inte i

s (the third estate) on the dgound?mmﬁlmﬂyggtﬁ

faithfully to carry out the orders of the government and to kee

om the intrigucs of the local nobles.” The Intendants wcrre,

d 1o send all the informations to the Prime Minister hence it

e easy for the Prime Minister to keep an eye over the activities of
mvn:mal governors, It strengthened the hands of the Central

ble Estates General. Thus, after increasing the er of
monarchy, Richelieu decided to remove thcgmhcrl?u(;:edimt;z
checked the progress and development of absolute monarchy in
. He did not summon the meetings of the Estates General and
de it almost a dead institution?® The other obstacle in the way of
lute monarchy was the Supreme Court. There was a provision that
the orders of the kings were not registered by the Supreme Court,
d not be implemented. The Supreme Court also had a right to
the registration of any order, so Richelicu forced the Supreme
(the Parliament of Paris) not to refuse the registration of any order
Emperor. Actually, Richelieu wanted to crush all those powers
came in the way of the absolute menarchy and succeeded in his
e; hence he came to be known as the founder of the absolute

hy in France. Hayes writes, “Richelieu has rightly been called the
of absolute monarchy of France.”

) SUm up, we may say that “Richelieu exalted the royal prerogative
power of the crown seemed to depend on itself alone and the
peared as an irresponsible agent ruling by divine right.”

‘'oreign Policy of Cardinal Richelieu. Richelieu who was Catholic
nce and Protestant abroad wanted to establish the absolute
chy of Louis XIII in France so that the power and prestige of
might be enhanced. Defining his foreign policy Hayes has pointed
“Richelicu was the faithful servant of Bourbon family and true patriot
rance. Being a patriot of France he wanted to crush the supremacy of
fapsburgs of Spain in Europe so that supremacy of France be
ablished in its place and Bourbons might win laurels.”

His forei licy was motivated by two main considerations. First,
s intended tolgt:: lé:e!"un: im:;alional prestig: of Ene;ndcogfndu!lye.
¢ endeavoured o establish the supremacy of France in place
apsbu g::I'Spain. Al that time France was surrounded from three sides
he boundaries of Spain. The fronticrs of France were unsafe from the
st and the north. Spain had its control over Sardinia and Rosolin. These
. French states. The fronticrs of France were also not safe from Savoy
aly). Therefore, Richelicu thought W of the frontiers
France was very esscntial in order to the territory of France.
ence, he began o his fronticrs towards the hills, Rhine river and
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clgium). In 1622 the Spanish Emperor occupied Baltjc
N:;?i:rc{eangsitlfnthcgsup;ort and co-operation of the German Emperor,
Richelieu commanded his army t0 make the S_pamsh ruler flee from there
in his object. In 1626 Spain had to conclude a treaty
ich is known as the Treaty of Monzon. According to the
the right of Gwizo Union was accepted on the Baltic
rovince.

: The Duke of Mantua who was a duke of a very small territory died
in 1627. His successor was the Duke of Nabour who was a Frenchman,
The army of Spain established its rule over Mantua, by putting the Duke
ind the prison, Richelicu could not tolerate it. He at once
ordered his armyto establish control over the town of Mantua and he also
asked his army to make the Duke of Nabour free. The French army

achieved tremendous success in this mission.

Richelicu being a successful diplomat provided assistance to the
German rulers agai the Emperor of Austria in Germany because at
that time the ruler of Austria who was a representative of Hapsburg
dynasty also ruled over Germany. In Italy Richelieu also helped some
small states and freed them from the clutches of Spain and Austria. Thus
by crushing the Austro-Spanish alliance he paved the way for the
beghxingofthesplend.id era of Louis XIV.

The Thirty Years' War was in full swing when Richelieu was the
Prime Minister of France. In the beginning in spite of being a cardinal of
the Roman Catholic Church, Richelieu helped the Protestant states like

into the Thiry Years’ War. By taking part in this war Richelieu wanted to

capture Alsace-Lorraine for France so that the frontiers of France could

be safe from the western side. Besides, Richelieu took part in this battle

just to crush the supremacy of Spain and to enhance the international
ige of France.

Richelicu died in 1642 and he could not see the decline of Spain and
Austria dnnﬁ::s life time but it was the result of his policies that just
seven years hisdnath,wixhthc.treatyot'Westhaﬁahisaimwas
fulfilled because this treaty ended the influence of Spain in Europe

forever. The treaty of Pyrenees further weakened Spain and led France
towards the of progress and development. Thus the aim of
Richeliew’s life was attained, no doubt but not in his life time. Scheville

writes, %kllnxilichclicu did not live to witness the outcome of the
Thirty Years’ r, yet he lived long cnough to behold the turning of the
; tide and the passing of military prestige from Spain to France.”
Estimate of Richelien
In 1642, Richelicu, the famous Prime Minister and nation-builder
of France died. He was a patient and capable politician. He had a very
m pm;:ré?u one year and a half later, his dear Emperor

dinal Richelieu was a man who often
done but he was a great devotee
the people of France that they
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. _1d continue (0 be faithful to their nati
sﬁﬂl pe remembered in the histothzlfrpnalmn and emperor. He would
%" He made the rule of L Ty ol France as a founder of a powerfu
pation- . of Louis XIIT popular and str Pt
& ojute monarchy in France. Like a shrewd politici hS engthened the
I acles which he considered as impediments in f]‘::n e
&dopment of France, through means, fair or foul :;aeysc:lf oo e
Huguenots; nobles and the opponents of the Emperor and ffgfesﬁdéh .
estﬂbﬁshm a po?vcrful government in France. Fish ] iy
P*éfsonaﬁty of Richelieu thus, “He mitigated the scp;igt'aoléai.tncti‘[he gt
ganspiraags by way of terror and tortures. He made the king al;ggﬁft ax;)d
trengthening the central government. He also enhanced the powe? oyf
France in the external sphere and supported the Protestants in spite of
his being 2 Catholic.”

He failed to implement all those laws and reforms which might have

bved t_;cneﬁcml for France as he remained busy in prolonged wars in
the foreign lands and confronted by the internal problems. His foreign
giolicy proved to be very successful. He took part in the Thirty Years’ War
in the interest of his country and crushed the supremacy of the Hapsburg
/ ty in Europe. He led 2 way for the establishment of absolute
monarchy during the reign of Louis XIV. D. Ogg has written about him
that he helped take the Bourbon dynasty to its climax of glory by crushing
the supremacy of the Hapsburg dynasty.

He always opposed the powerful persons and never punished the
snnocent. He rendered praiseworthy services in the field of literature. He
established an Academy which made some significant changes in the style
and thinking of the people of France, but he gave birth to two enemics :
Absolutism and Press whose mutual conflicts killed the spirit of the
Modern Europe.

No doubt, Richelieu rendered yeoman service to France but he did
not make any planning for the good of the people which might have made
them haggy and prosperous. His royal agents also known as Intendants
oppressed the public to a great extent. He deprived the nobility of their
political rights but he did not make any attempt to reduce the burden of
the taxes on the people of France.

Following in the footsteps of Richelicu Cardinal Mazarin enhanced
the power and prestige of France during the reign of Louis XIV. Hence
in the contemporary history of Europe Richelicu had the highest place
and his name would always be remembered as the maker of the Modern
France. By the time he lelyts for his heavenly abode, France had become a
very significant nation and people were greatly impressed by the power,
diplomacy and competence of the late Prime Minister.

To sum up, we may say, had there been no Richelieu, perhaps there
would have been no Louis XIV nor a person like Colbert could have got
an opportunity for making reforms.

A.J. Grant also writes, “It is eno h to emphasise that the absolute
monarchy of France was more the work of Richelicu than of any other
siz;gle statesman. The great age of French history deserves to be calle

rather the Age of Richelieu than the Age of Louis XIvV.”

—
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