THE UNITED NATIONS

e Origin of the UN.O. : By 1938 the League of Nations almost passeq
into oblivion. Dy to the aggressive activities of Japan, Italy and Germany
and the indifferent attitude of the other big powers the League of nations almost
became a defunct body. With a view to maintaining balance of power, the
big powers again reverted to the pre-war policy of alliances and regional pacts.
The Second world war broke out in 1939. For the second time the intensity

of the war, the use of new types of destructive weapons, the vast scale of
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casualties and destruction of property had made the people all over the wor
anxious for peace and security and they felt the necessity of
well organised and more powerful world organisation. Some people had thought
of the revival of the League of Nations, But most of the statesmen of the
world resolved to form such organisation which wou able W infuse new
hopes and confidence in the teeming millions for ever lasting Wﬁﬁ__
“The Uniied Nations was born out of such anxiety and determination.
“~Atiempts of establishing an international organisation in the name
Nations had already begun a few years before the end of the Second World
war. In June 1941 the representatives of Britain, Canada, New Zealand,
Australia and South Africa proposed for the first time in the London declaration
the establishment of an international organisation in licu of regional pacts as
the means of enduring permanent peace and security. In August 1941 the US.
President Roosevelt and the British Prime Minister Churchill issued a decla-
ration known as the Atlantic Charter. The objectives of this Charter were 10
maintain international peace and security; O €ncourage international co-
operation in the sphere of social, economic and cultural development of the
world; to develop friendly relations among nations on the principle of equal
rights and self determination of peoples and to recognise the f undamental rights
and status of all people. In order to achieve these purposes it was declared
in the Charter that (1) all the signatories o the Charter will
B S recognise sovereignty and equality of all states big and small,
Atlantic (2) will peacefully settle all sorts of disputes instead of war
Charter or threats of war, (3) will help the UN.O. against a stale
violating treaties or engagements, (4) in the case of deter-
mining the frontiers of a foreign country the signatories will not dishonour
the opinion of the people of that state, (5) the people of each state will enjoy
the right of drafting their constitution according (o their own desire, (6) In
the sphere of trade and commerce and economy equal rights of all countries
will be recognised, (7) all will try to create a favourable condition for all nations

50 that after the fall of Nazi Germany they can devote themselves to the task
of internal reconstruction in freedom from fear and want and (8) all nations will
equally try to preserve peace and security in the world by reducing armaments and

ammunition. :
In January 1942 representatives of 26 nations signed the United Nations

Declaration at Washington. The Declaration subscribed to the
principles embodied in the Atlantic Charter. The signatories
. to this declaration pledged to continue war against the enemy
collectively and not to conclude separaiely any armistice with the enemy.
U.sj: the Moscow Declaration of 1943, the Foreign ministers of Britain,
- Russia, and China confirmed the necessity of forming a general

of 1942
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imternational organisation based on the principle of the sovereign equality of
all peace loving nations for the preservation of iniemational
peace and security. The Moscow communique declared for
the first time that “They recognise the necessity of establishing
a the carliest practicable date a general miemational organ-
isation, based on the principle of the sovereign equality of
-pmc-h-gnn-dnpmbmmbyaumhms.largcm
small, for the mainienance of interational peace and security”. Truly speaking,
this Amicle laid down the foundation of the United Nations Organisation.

Next in 1945 the U.S. President, the British Prime Minister Churchill and
Yalta the Soviet Prime Minister Stalin met at the Yalta conference
Comference and resolved 1 convene a session of the United Nations. The
nature of its organisation was also settled at this conference.

The first session of the UN. was convened at San
Francisco in April-June of 1945. The delegates of 51 nations
wmux.m.mcmummmracem
October 24, 1945.

The first 51 nations who have signed the Charter are called the “charter
members’. The admission of a state (o the United Nations is effected by a
decision of the General Assembly upon the recommendation
dummmmm:nmmmpm
hnﬂcmbepwetﬂ.mdmagroewobeyand
follow the terms and obligations contained in the UN.
Charter. It should be noted that the five chief members of
QMM(USA.BMM.MUMMMI:’Mg
thhtiﬂdmuhuwdwwm&amwwm
bﬂ-mdmmwmmwwﬁmd
m“&damﬁinmguxmg\.

Maoscow
Declaracon

Buth of the
UN.

Membership

' one of the chief conditions of the U.N, Charter. However, afier the Chinese
:::h-ﬁu.mu-uuumumwmw
China from the UN. - - .
blh%ﬁﬂicmdd_**m%mﬂ}m
~ General Assembly, (2) the Security Council, (3) The Secre-
the

ed of all the members of the U.N. each

annual sessions.

-
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5; ms.sncn One President and seven Vice Presidents are eloctod.
10ns may be convoked at the request of the majority of the members

l:'sof the Security Council. Each member of the General
sembly has one vote. The Assembiy i

y S ma matier
falling within the Gt A

scope of the UN.
(;falhe a'.\g;emb]y or of the Security Cmm.aﬁ-m:
¥ imuate a discussion regarding i i
sccurig in the Assembly. The Assembly haswno lgegl:m‘;liuwa:d:
cxgcuuon of its recommendations is not binding. Yet it is a forum of world
opinion. The General Assembly may attract the attention of the Security Council
towards a situation disturbing intemational peace and security. The non-
Ecmrm ;m:;nbcrs ?f the Security Council and all members of the Trusteeship

ouncil and those of the Economic i i
A At and Social Council are all elecied by the
The Security Council is the executive body of the UN. It is composed

of 11 members—five permanent and six non-permancnt. The U.S.A., Britain,

France, Soviet Russia and Kuo-min-tang China are permanent
members. The six non-permanent members of Security
Council are elected by the General Assembly for a term of
two years. The permanent members have the right of velo.
By an application of this right a permanent member may reject
any decision of the Security Council. Any state which is not a member of
the Security Council may join in its deliberations if it is a party to dispute
without vote. The presidency of the Securily Council is held in tumn by the
members of the Security Council. Each president holds office for one month.

Langsam states, “To the Security Council was entrusied primary respon-

sibility for the maintenance of intemnational peace and security”. It is entrusted

with the responsibility of investigating any dispute or any
to exccule its decisions to that effect. Legal disputes are
usually referred (o the Intemational Court of Justice. Accord-
ing to the charter, the members of the UN. are under
obligation to make effective any decision adopted by the ~
: Council. If, any state disturbs intemational peace and security -
the Security Council at the first instance may call upon the UN. members

and for eac
Special se

General
Assembly

Security
Council

Power and

10 impose economic sanction o to sever diplomatic relations with the aggressor. -

1f and when these measures fai, it may call upon the UN.
;m.wd*mlﬂumm
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interational peace and security, 1o
economic and cultural advancement
he trust teritories and 10 lead them towards
ndependence. The Trusteeship Council is
ted by the permanent members of the Security
ssembly. Each member has one vote. The first
uncil was held in Lake Success in March 1947,
| not merely upon the execution
. Charter, It depends really upon the
rogress of the world. For that purpose
has formed an Economic and Social
supervision of the General Assembly. The
sed of 18 members of the UN. elected by
ly for a term of three years. In the sphere

<9

n respect
atters and to
ke recommendation
lamental human righs,
ndard of living eic. for all
eren time to time on matters falling
diction. Many organisations have been set up under the Economic
l Council. These are the World Bank, the Food and Agricultural
il, International Fund, International Labour Organisation, the United
Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organisation etc.
~ The Intemational Court of Justice has been constituted.on the model of
 the earlier world court. Practically all members of the UN. are its members.
Any non-member of UN. may join it on conditions to be
set up by the General Assembly upon Security Council’s
recommendations. Each member of the UN. undertakes to
comply with the decision of the court in any case to which
it is a party. If its judgment does not go to the satisfaction
of a party to a dispute, then the aggrieved party may appeal to the Security
Council. The court has jurisdiction over all intemational legal disputes and
the legal cases of the member states, The International Court is composed of
15 judges. Not more than two of the judges shall be of the same nationality.
The judges are elected for nine years by the General Assembly and the Security
Council. Those candidates who obtain an absolute majority of votes in the
General Assembly and in the Security Council shall be considered asclected,
Relation between the Security Council and the General Assembly :
The Security Council and the General Assembly may be called the government
body and the deliberative body of the U.N. respectively. The chief responsibility
of the Security Council is to preserve world peace and security. While on the
other hand the chief function of the General Assembly 1s to discuss over all
matters falling within the scope of the UN. Charter. The Security Council
has the sole authority to take the decision with regard to any such dispute
or situation which in its opinion may threaten international peace and security.
- Of course, according to Anicle 15 of the Charter the Security Council has
wphcebdomumcenuﬂmuymmmlmponofﬂnmmm
_byitsdrinmemaumofinmlionalpexeanity.BmuwGwd
Assembly cannot revise or dismiss the decision of the Council. In some matiers
the Council and the Assembly act jointly, for example, admission or expulsion
ofU.N.munbm.ﬂm:ppuimomemmemmmdlh
. Inemational court. The Security Council is the permanent executive body
| While the General Assembly meets only in regular annual session or in special

International
Court
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es of Greece. Yugoslavia
in Greece. Meanwhile as the

7 1o acknowledge the independence of
1o the Security Council to hold discussion

d Offices committee, which brought about
an armistice between Holland and Indonesia
within a short time Holland renewed her
by violating the terms of the armistice.
called upon the Dutch government to cease
release all political prisoners of Indonesia
onesian Republic by July 1950. The Duich
the Republic of Indonesia as an independ-
e with the resolution of the Hague
admitied as a member of the UN.
1L, Korea was occupied by Japan. At the

an
~approved this
I, both the American
lemritory, Korea was
S.A. and (for example South
I 1 alo e line of 38th parallel of latitude). However
 re-unite these two parts continued. But as Russia became a sumbling

US.

- block, the United States brought the Korean issue before the UN. General
- Assembly in September 1947. The General Assembly proposed 1o form a

government for the whole of Korea through election. Russia opposed the
proposal and closed the door of North Korea to the U.N. Commission. However,
under the supervision of the UN. Commission a general election was held
in South Korea and a republic was established there in 1947. Seol became
the capital of the new republic and Syngman Rhee became its first President.
In that year Korea became a member of the U.N.

Meanwhile under Soviet Russia’s initiative Democratic Peoples’ Republic
was established in North Korea. The siwation in Korea grew tense as the
relations between the U.S.A. and the U.S.SR. deteriorated in 1949 and 1950.
And when at last in June 1950 North Korea attacked South Korea the situation
became all the more complicated. At the request of the United States, the
Security Council resumed its discussion over the Korean situation. Soviet Russia
and Yugoslavia did not participate. The rest of the members of the Sccurity
Council accused North Korea and called upon her o refrain from hostilities
and at the same time called upon all the members of the UN. to help in the
execution of the Council’s directives. In the meantime upon the intrusion of
North Korean troops into South Korea, the United States sent an army (o the
help of the Scol government. Besides the U.S.A., 15 members of the UN.
sent military assistance to South Korea. But the situation wok a turn when
Communist China attacked South Korea on the side of North Korea. The U.N.
declared China an aggressor. Al the instance of Soviet Russia a conference
for armistice was held in Sesong and a tuce agreement was signed al
Panmunjon in 1953. But the problem of the repatriation of the prisoners of
war cropped up. India and other ncutral states volunteered to take the
responsibility of the prisoners of war. The U.N. has not yet been able o unify
the divided Korea even after series of interventions.

Like the other native states of India under British rule, Kashmir was also

under the direct rule of the British Crown. When in 1947
Kashmir issue the British sovercignty in India came (o an end, the sover-

eignty of the British Crown over the princely stales came 1o
R : (839 !
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nd as well. By the Independence Act of 1947 these states were given optigp,
join either the Indian Union or Pakistan.

The state of Jammu and Kashmir is bounded by North East Tibet, China__
Turkestan, in the north, the Soviet Republic of Turkestan, Afghanistan ang
West Pakistan in the north west and by India in the south. In October 1947
the Maharaja of Kashmir officially acceded to the Indian Union and thereby
Kashmir became an integral part of India.

Immediately after the partition of India, Pakistan's machination for
wc?pyhg Kashmir began. Supported and incited by the government of
Pakistan, the tribals launched raids upon Kashmir and Jammu. To avoid war
with Pakistan, the Govemnment of India requesied the United Nations in
December 1947 1o refrain Pakistan from aiding and abetting the raiders. The
UN. senta mmmm 10 study the situation. In 1948 the commission proposed
:' “:o betweenlhdm:nd Pakistan and subsequently a truce was signed between
: hMaelhxnyeus_havemuedonyeuth.N.hasnmbcenablelnseule
: Du:,m of Kashmir, Commisslion after commission under MacNaten,

o ::mg eic. came to I?ashmu' 0 end the Kashmir tangle but failed,
4 i UN. declared Pakistan an aggressor. In 1962 Ireland brough

| anti-Indian i i i s
| proposal regarding Kashmir to the Security Council. But Soviet

Russia dismissed that by usin
g veto. That t th
aggressed on the same footing, s L Npreasorand the

: 'lhllgillleU.N.hasuiedand
1 ptl:lm,nmbedmiedaﬂlesamr.imethalilshandlingofmepmblem

and 3 UN, j 1o withdraw her arm
 Bovemment refiyged 1 gggen, "“‘““mel:r:nmﬂmm
- he UN. Secretary 0 the resolution, even refused 15 i
Hammarskjold 1o enter here The U.N % Povul
} - Commission
I_—'__
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submitted a report on Hungary. Soviet Russia Strongly protested against the
U.N. interference in the internal affairs of Hungary. As a result the U.N. could

not make much progress on the issue.
In Rhodesian affairs, the U.N. promptly intervened on the petition of

Britain. With a view 1o bring down the rebel regime of lan Smith, Britain
appealed to the Security Council. The Security Council gave
Britain (April 1966) a mandate to stop tankers by force, if
necessary from offloading their oil cargo at the port of Beria
in Portuguese Mozambique and then pipelined into Rhodesia. The Security
Council resolution represented only the second time in 21 years of the UN.
history that the mandatory provisions of the chapter VII of the Charter had
been invoked. It was also for the first time that Britain had asked for a judgment
that the rebellious regime in Salisbury constitutes a threat to peace.

Under the term of treaty signed between the Republic of Egypt and Britain,
the latter agreed to withdraw her army from the Suez canal within the stipulated
period. But when in 1955 the Egyptian President Nasser
announced the nationalisation of the Canal and freezed the
Tanal Company’s funds in Egypt, Britain and France jointly
accused Egypt in the Security Council for the violation of the trealy. After
a debate in the Security Council, six principles forming a basis for future
negotiation on the Suez Canal were adopted, for example, (1) there shall be
free transit of all nations through the Suez Canal (2) no foreign power shall
enjoy any kind of control of the Canal, (3) Sovereignty of Egypt shall be
respected, (4) the users of the canal shall enter into agreements with Egypt
regarding the tolls and other charges, (5) a portion of the dues shall be allotted
for the development of the Canal, and (6) the disputes between the Egyptian
government and the Suez Canal Company shall be settled by arbitration. Thus
a _seu-lement of the dispute seemed possible when both sides endorsed those
principles.

 But very soon difference of opinion regarding the application of those
boinis cropped up between the govemment of Egypt and the Suez Canal
Company. The crisis deepened when Israel at the instigation of France attacked
Egypt in 1956. The U.N. asked Israel to withdraw her army from Egypt. On
gcmﬁﬁ.r:cs:mu.s.&mmam in the Security Council urging
s . should not be allowed in Egypt. Britain and France rejected
hm"“’ma joz’ms ‘:o velo. Immediately after that Britain and France
Assembly .mmWORNovembel‘l 1956 the General
mmmm directing the withdrawal of the Anglo-Fremch-
of seven UN. v C8YPL With a view to restore peace in Egypt, a comminee
seven UN. member-states including India was appointed. A UN. foce

Rhodesia

Suez crisis
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; :m of the troops of these seven states was despaiched o Egypt. It was
due to the effort of the U.N. that the war in Egypt came to an end and Britain,
France and Israel were compelled to withdraw their forces. Thus a great
catastrophe was averted.

Egypt conditonally accepted the stationing of a U.N. force in Egypt that
it would not infringe Egypt's sovercignty over the Canal. In June 1958, the
Intemational Bank for Reconstruction and Development announced that an
agreement had been reached on the draft of a final agreement between the
Suez Canal Company and the Egyptian govenment for the settlement of the
compensation to Suez siock holders. Subsequently, the final agreement was
signed in Geneva in July 1958. The International Bank undertook the
responsibility of collecting compensation from the United Arab Republic,

By large majorities, the General Assembly adopted four resolutions on 10
December 1982 calling for continuarce of U. N. machinery to promote the

establishment of a Palestine state on territory under Israelj
Palestine occupation. The Assembly adopted a resolution asking the

Palestinian Rights Committee to “keep the situation relating
0 the question of Palestine under review” and making suggestions to the
Assembly and Security Council as appropriate. The U.S.A. and Israel voted
agamnst the resolution. A third resolution endorsed plans for the intemnational
conference on the questions of Palestine to take place in the Palais de Chaillo
m Paris next August (1983). The fourth and last resolution stated that lasting
peace in West Asia could not be established without unconditional Israeli
withdrawal from the occupied Arab teritories nor without Palestinian self-
determination. Coster Rica, Canada, Israel and the U. S. A. voted against it

ILN.O.unorgul‘or'mu'ulionalpeace: The importance of the
U.N.O.--mforprmvingimanadomlpmcecannotbemdﬂ-
estimated. Right from 1947, the United Nations has been playing the role of
a peacc-preserving organ in the international sphere. The cases of Palestine,
Syria, Korea, Indo-China, Kashmir, Suez Canal, Morocco, Tunisia, the Congo,
M%Mdhﬂoﬁamhdﬂdhmﬂxmmu N. has
Succeeded in eaforcing negotiated setlement. In the case of Korea, the collective
:I:y.-r‘mmmwmofmm.mu. N. has
apicio hz:'mm-mmy.nmamm

U - A *Whunlmmmmmm
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by preventing communal conflicts betWeen the Greek and Turkish inhabitants
of the island in such a way as not to hamper the final solution of the political
future of the island. Commenting on the importance of the U.N. peace-keeping
force in Cyprus, U Thant observed, * It is an attempt on the international level
to prepare the ground for the permanent, freely agreed solution of a desperate
and dangerous situation by restoring peace and normality”. Besides Cyprus,
the U. N. Truce Supervision Organisation is on duty in Palestine and in Yemen-
Saudi Arabia border. There is a demand for posting U. N. peace-keeping force
in the sensitive areas. Doubtless, the posting of U. N. peace-keeping force in
the sensitive areas has checked the spread of the cold war.

The United Nations’ responsibility is not merely confined to maintaining
peace by averting war. To help in the tasks of economic and
social reconstruction of different states and to promote co-
operation and understanding among the nations of the world
in the economic and social sphere in general are as well the
chief purposes of the U. N. It has various specialised agencies
viz, W. H. O, F. A. O., World Bank, UNESCO, L L. O. etc.

The F. A. O, I. L. O., World Bank, the Fiscal commission, Economic
Development commission have been endeavouring to improve the economic
standard of the world. The World Bank has been trying its best to improve
the economic condition of the member-states by offering them both short terms
and long terms loans. The U. N. is helping the member-stales with various
sorts of technical aids, without which the economic reconstruction of the under-
developed nations, is well nigh impossible. Besides the U. N. has been
encouraging the developed and wealthy countries of the world to invest their
capital in the under-developed countries.

The U. N. activities in the promotion of international trade is praiseworthy.
The U. N. keeps a careful watch to ensure free-trade among the nations of
the world. An agreement was concluded to that effect in 1947. About 40 nations
subscribed to that agreement.

Ummm&MU.N.ﬂmhshmmMi
umdmmﬂmm.hmmum
has been playing a great role. The UNICEF and W. H. O. of the U. N. are
working on various plans o improve the public health of the world.

mu.n.mmmgumhmmﬁpmm
and fundamental rights of the minorities in many countries. e

THE U. N. 0. AND THE LEAGUE OF NATIONS

The League Covenant was, in fact, a part of the treaty of Versailles and
hmdﬂmm-wwum‘“"
of Versailles. Practically the big powers joined the League of Nations with

Activities in the
economic and
social sphere
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a view to preserving the treaties concluded amf)ng the nations during the First
World War as well as to effecting reconstruction of the world anew. Bm. the
objectives of the United Nations are quite different. Many smlall a.md big nationg
of the world have joined the U. N. with a firm determination (o prevent
recurrence of war without imposing a severe peace treaty upon the defeated
nations.

Whatever may be the origin, there is similarity in the idcals of the League
of Nations and those of the United Nations. Both the League and the U. N,
were formed with the purpose of preserving the interests of the mankind of
the world instead of serving the same of a particular country or nation. Wilson
described the nature of the League thus “An eye of the nations to keep watch
upon the common interest, an eye that does not slumber, an eye that is
everywhere watchful and attentive”. The idea of world organisation which was
conceived at the time of the establishment of the League has assumed a greater
shape by means of the U. N. From this point the U. N. may be called a
complementary to the League.

The U. N. has six chief organs viz. the General Assembly, the Security
Council, the Economic and Social Council, the Trusteeship Council, the
Intermnational Court of Justice and the Secretariat. The League had three organs
viz. the Assembly, the Council and the Secrelariat. So from the point of view
of composition the League may by primaily called a political organisation
and the U. N. as political, economical, social and cultural organisation,

The decisions of the General Assembly on important issues require a two
thirds majority of the members present and voting, while on other issues require
a simple majority of the members present. But in the League of Nations all
decisions required unanimity as the League members were never willing to
sacrifice any portion of sovereign rights,

It is true that the veto power of the permanent members of the Security
Council creates difficulties in the discharge of the U. N.’s duties. But the
procedure of unanimous decision among the members of the League Council
equally created enormous difficulties for its smooth functioning. It should be
noted that the member-states of the League who were not the members of
w‘““mmmm&eeﬂwﬁvemamptmmm
of the Council.
“m{ﬂnﬂuammmuucmmwm

Security Council has been well defined. The responsibility for the

m‘mm-ﬂ.mmmmmm
Security Council. s responsibility of the e Lesgue

International Organisation .

The U. N. charter has placed much emphasis on the principle of collective
security. The U. N. is empowered 10 intervene in the event of aggressive war
or even in the case of threat to international peace anywhere in the world.
Whereas the League could intervene only in the case of aggression. In case
of emergency the U. N. is empowered to apply military force against an
aggressor and can call upon its members to make their armed forces available
to it. The League, on the other hand, had no military forces at its disposal,
Moreover, the League-members had no obligation to execute the decisions of
the League.

In certain respects the League was in a better position than the U, N.
Firstly, the responsibility of the League-members was clearly defined while
it lacks in the case of the U. N. members. Secondly, the U, N. members have
nothing to do untl the Security Council takes decision against any state,
violating the Charter, whereas the League-members were empowered to impose
€conomic sanction upon an aggressor before the League Council could take
any decision.

In the words of Schumann, “The United Nations Organisations is the
League of Nations in a new guise”. Practically speaking though these two world
organisations have much in common in regard to basic objectives and methods,
yet the U. N. marks an improvement on the League of Nations in many respects,
Firstly, although the basic objectives of the two world organisations are mostly
the same, yet the objectives and ideals of the U. N, are more clearly defined.
Secondly, the League Covenant put much importance upon the League-
members. But the U. N. Charter has placed much emphasis upon world opinion.
Thirdly, the power and responsibility of the League Assembly and the League
Council were not clearly demarcated. But those of the U. N. General Assembly
and the Security Council have been clearly defined. Fourthly, the League-
:_anberswmempowmdmmkedecisimagainamwmﬁ
mdl\rldnal hiﬁaﬁve.whilethmpowerhashewvcﬂndhlhemw
F\ﬁﬂy.mucwmmmoﬁﬁmfmunmuhndmw* '
in the League Covenant. Whereas the U. N. Charter has put emphasis on it
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been more or less achieved as
is inconceivable that non-self-
‘the United Nations forum ideas
ntilated there by the newly freed

-

~ the Westem ¢

D re-clhuin
ol 10 certain
[ " i oc. The newly freed

R Wl it o the vorld forum
oly proved ¢ 7 the last session on the General Assembly (1963)
got many to refute the outpourings of Western
ion. In that session of the Assembly, Kenya and Portugal figured
whereby some of the Afro-Asian representatives tried o refute
laimmn“ﬂ:ymuaiﬁcingmeirhulm.mlmmdhappm
gfmﬂowrpowulomeirerswhilecolonial subjects”. The claim of Britain
and the United States that they are endeavouring to liquidate Portuguese
colonialism and South Africa’s racial teror, was vehemently protested by
Afro-Asian replmmuves'meAfncan speakers asked, “How is it that a liule,
backward, impoverished dictatorship like Portugal can flout the resolution of
Mmlmimﬁm?mlhﬁmgvnmmmﬂwMMgm
ofSouﬂlAﬂicawcmlbngewimhnpunitymeahmstmivawcmsmM
against its policies in the United Nations forum 7" The Afro-Asian peoples
believe that the United Nations is incapable of implementing its resolutions
effectively because Portugal is associated with NATO and the Western powers
have huge investments in South Africa. In December 1964, the U. N. special
committee has not only advocated full scale economic sanctions but has gone
fmmmggmmummgmmmemﬂﬁmofwmmﬁm
dwU.N.mdimspeciaﬁsedagmniesmaybeadopﬂdlohrhgmmm‘
member-state to its senses and compel it to shed its blatant racialism. Certainly,
this recommendation of the U. N. special commitiee to combat the racial
apartheid of South Africa is a definite advance on all the moves hitherto
sponsored by the international body.

The United Nations approved subsequently in December 1966 a resolution
by a wide margin proposing mandalory economic sanctions against South Africa
as the only peaceful means of ending its apartheid policies. The resolution
further demanded that Britain, the U.S., France and other major trading partners
of white-ruled South Africa take urgent sieps to cease their trade. It branded
mwmmwmmmmstmjﬂ

The respective stand of the Westen and the Soviet blocs

with the Western bloc and some with the Soviet b
uwummuum !
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not succeded in geling down
,;mlwhaﬁmalmmh

trouble has been created over the

hi hdeMoswwmustm:;

United Nations peace-keeping operatio, -
r _hmﬁgb&shﬁeﬁenmlmuy

» 19 which prescribes this penalty for a counyry

Q._lllulnl'er.unlritmlit:l:sduefl'omilrmnte

-ow has desired being in arrears since the peace.

vires having been made by the General Assemply

Council which alone, in its view, is competent (o

‘The matter was referred to the Intemational Court of

the view that Congo expenses were not illegal hy

Court being an advisory body, its verdict has, no

the stand taken by Washington but has not become thereby

e matter is the role of the Security Council in questions
ity. Since the time of the Korean war Washington had the
the “Uniting for Peace Resolution”, which authorised
: 1o discharge the peace-keeping functions of Security
ed through the veto of the Soviet Union. The Soviet Union *

be a veto and cannot be circumvented by General Assembly
E_g,uudﬁmmm has refused to
he Assembly’s competence 10 assess dues (o pay for the Congo

jnﬂlhqmmmﬂum 19, might
mgqmmuummmm
il not begin its work in December last, was simply that it
) vote, because it apprehended that it would lead to a
ﬂteU.S.A.mdtheU.S.S.R.TM
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of funds. U Thant is not alone in waming that the world body has reacy l

a state of perpetual crisis, its authority uncertain and its effective power of
peace-keeping paralyzed by Big Power differences in the Security Council ‘
while the hundred-odd members of the Assembly maintain only the show of
“q glorified debaling society”. U Thant has suggesied a solm:mn which is nor
quite new in its plea for a revision of the U. N. chaner. This charter (mmf‘,d
by the victors of the Second World War is doubtl.ws ouumdpd. The Allies
could and did act unanimously during the war against the Axis Powers. Bqt
now the situation is totally changed. In the words of U Thant, “changes ‘m
alignments since the war, with old comrades f{llliﬂg om_and old enemies
becoming friends, had rendered the U. N.'s basic MB mwhn out
of date”. It is now being found again that the principle of Big Pow unanimity
is imposshlemrealiseandthenigPowervmblncthemUTm
believesmatmeU.N.oouldbemadewukahleiflheuwuahitmdeqmﬁe
distribution of functions between the Security Council and the General
Assembly by a suitable amendment of the Charter. But such an amendment
will have to eliminate the Big Power veto and provide for majority decisious
binding on all member-states.
With the passage of time, situations have changed in the field of
international relations. Politicians and thinkers have been debating over the
years about the value and efficacy of the U. N. in the context
of the changed situation. But this debate has been much more
Zfﬁ:e"fr of a clash of principles and assumptions than a question of
the U. N. substance. Different opinions have been expressed differently
about the potential of the United Nations. According to one
school of thought—let us call this the ‘realist school'—the
United Nations is looked upon as an instrument of national foreign policy of
the member-states. That is, the member-states use this institution for their
national self-interest. This school argues that the member states utilise the
General Assembly and the Security Council to mobilise collective international
action in their favour and to debar such action which might endanger their
interests. The other school of thought—let us call them *functionalists’—insists

aims of member states.
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m times vitriolic clamor of
m (o diffuse international tengion,
‘n has even played a modest part in supey
?k 'M acted 1o impose non-military  sanction,
t of its decisions.” *! It is 1o be admitted that the
rs on many occasions and at the same time it has fough
‘hl been made by mobilising and accommodating the
» of new states. It has played a modest role for the
tioml peace and stability. It has so far acted successfully
m it could act. “There is something to besaid for the [y
Mms has not become totally irrelevant o contemporary
$, especially since the dangcr ot‘ such irrelevance was very
"0 etly years of the organisation.” 2 Here lies the potential of
potential relevance of the U. N. is high because opportunities

X ﬁ_oe are open. The potential of the U. N. depends on the maturity
international community.
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