
HUMAN GEOGRAPHY MEANING & SCOPE 

 

Human geography or anthropogeography is the branch of geography which 

studies spatial relationships between human communities’ সম্প্ৰদায়সমূহ, 

cultures, economies, and their interactions with the environment, examples of 

which include urban sprawl and urban redevelopment. 

Definition:  

“Human geography is the synthetic study of relationship between human societies 

and earth’s surface”.  – Friedrich Ratzel 

Human geography studies the inter-relationship between the physical 

environment and socio-cultural environment created by human beings through 

mutual interaction with each other. 

Elements of physical environment? landforms, soils, climate, water, natural 

vegetation and diverse flora and fauna. 

Elements which human beings have created through their activities on the 

stage provided by the physical environment? Houses, villages, cities, road-rail 

networks, industries, farms, ports, items of our daily use and all other elements 

of material culture have been created by human beings using the resources 

provided by the physical environment. 

How human beings interact with the nature? 

Human beings interact with their physical environment with the help of 

technology. It is not important what human beings produce and create but it is 

extremely important ‘with the help of what tools সঁজলুি and techniques do they 

produce and create’. 

Human beings were able to develop technology after they developed better 

understanding of natural laws. For example, the understanding of concepts of 

friction and heat helped us discover fire. Similarly, understanding of the secrets 

of DNA and genetics enabled us to conquer many diseases. We use the laws of 

aerodynamics to develop faster planes. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Environmental determinism. পাৰিপাৰব িক pariparsik  ৰির্ িয়বাদ 

In the early stage the level of technology was very low and the stage of human 

social development was also primitive. This type of interaction between primitive 

human society and strong forces of nature was termed as environmental 

determinism. 

Possibilism  সম্ভাব্যব্াদ 

The people begin to understand their environment and the forces of nature with 

the passage of time. With social and cultural development, humans develop better 

and more efficient technology. They move from a state of necessity to a state of 

freedom. They create possibilities with the resources obtained from the 

environment. The human activities create cultural landscape. The imprints of 

human activities are created everywhere; health resorts on highlands, huge urban 

sprawls, fields, orchards and pastures in plains and rolling hills, ports on the 

coasts, oceanic routes on the oceanic surface and satellites in the space. The 

earlier scholars termed this as possibilism. Nature provides opportunities and 



human being make use of these and slowly nature gets humanised and starts 

bearing the imprints of human endeavour. 

How work: Read about other primitive societies which live in complete 

harmony with their natural environment. 

 

  



 

 


